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2019 Jewish Community Study

Center at Brandeis University — one of the country’s leading research entities

— to create a comprehensive Jewish community study of Sarasota and Manatee
counties. Completed in 2019, the study showed significant changes in our community
since the last study was conducted in 2001. The highlights of the 2019 study are
contained here.

In 2018, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee contracted with the Cohen

The purpose of the 2019 Jewish Community Study This data will drive how

was to assess who we are, where we live, how we our Federation works
engage Jewishly, our needs and our interests. The with philanthropists,
results of this study are significantly influencing supporters, Jewish and
the strategy and work of our Federation, helping us non-Jewish community
to better understand communal needs in order to partners, programmatic
allocate our precious resources for maximum impact.  innovators and policy-
This data will drive how our Federation works with makers to meet the
philanthropists, supporters, Jewish and non-Jewish rapidly evolving needs
community partners, programmatic innovators and and aspirations of our

policymakers to meet the rapidly evolving needsand ~ community.

aspirations of our community. We are also making

this information available to our local Jewish organizations hoping they will use it in
their strategic planning as well. The information contained within the full report serves
as the catalyst to address the many opportunities and challenges the study highlights.

We hope that you will take the time to familiarize yourself with the study. The full
report can be found on our Federation’s website, jfedsrg.org/communitystudy.

Let's work together to make our Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community an example for
communities throughout the country!

Sincerely, : 3
Marsha Eisenberg Kim Mullins

Community Study Committee Chair Chief Operating Officer
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TOTAL INDIVIDUALS IN 17, 100 JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS
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ADULTS CHILDREN




COUPLES WITH CHILDREN I 5 %

COUPLES WITHOUT CHILDREN 4“ u/u
ADULTS LIVING ALONE 33 u/[l

MULTI-GENERATIONAL ADULTS I 2 l]/u

SINCE 2001, THE NUMBER OF
JEWISH INDIVIDUALS
LIVING IN SARASOTA-MANATEE
HAS INCREASED

THIS GROWTH RATE IS MORE
THAN TWICE THE REGIONAL
POPULATION GROWTH RATE IN
THE SAME PERIOD.

Approximately 3.6%

of the residents in
Sarasota-Manatee are
Jewish compared to
approximately 2.2% of the
population of the United
States.



SEASONAL VS YEAR-ROUND

More than half of the seasonal households are in the YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS

. INCREASED
coastal areas/downtown Sarasota region; by contrast,
the largest share of year-round households are in the
rest of Sarasota county region.
FROM 2001
SEASONAL HOUSEHOLDS
INCREASED

2 ﬁ u u FROM 2001
J

SEASONAL

THE SEASONAL
POPULATION IS

14400

YEAR-ROUND

THAN THE YEAR-ROUND
POPULATION.

*For the purposes of the study, seasonal residents are here 3-8 months per year while year-round residents live in the area
for 9 or more months per year.



GEOGRAPHIG DISTRIBUTION BY HOUSEROLD

*For the purposes of this study, the community was LAKEWOOD RANCH 11%
split into four separate regions: Lakewood Ranch
and surrounding areas, coastal areas and downtown COASTAL/DOWNTOWN 22%

Sarasota, the rest of Manatee county, and the rest of
Sarasota County.




Our community is getting younger.

JEWISH ADULTS YOUNGER THAN 50 JEWISH ADULTS 65 OR OLDER

2001 JEWISH ADULTS

2019 JEWISH ADULTS

2001 JEWISH ADULTS

2019 JEWISH ADULTS

2001 JEWISH ADULTS

2019 JEWISH ADULTS

NITY

2001 JEWISH ADULTS

2019 JEWISH ADULTS

MUNITY

AVERAGE MEDIAN AGE
OF ALL JEWISH INDIVIDUALS

2001 2001 ﬁ Z
NATIONAL AVERAGE IS 50

17%
19%
48%

20%
26%
30%

27%
26%
13%

37%
28%
11%
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There are 3,700* children living in
Jewish households in Sarasota-Manatee.
Of these, 92% are being raised Jewish

in some way, either by religion,

secularly or culturally, or as Jewish

and another religion.

*Both the number of children in Jewish households and the number being raised Jewish in some way have

more than doubled since 2001.

AVWA

25% of Jewish children
are enrolled in a Jewish preschool.

>

40% of Jewish children in grades K-12 participated in at
least one form of informal education in the
past five years, which could include Jewish day
or overnight camp, youth group, peer Israel trip, or
Jewish tutoring or classes.

10% of children in
grades K-8 are enrolled
in some form of
Jewish school.

6% are enrolled in a part-
time Jewish school and 4%
are enrolled at Hershorin
Schiff Community Day

[] School.
1V

Lib

70% of children between ages 0-11
have received books and materials
from PJ Library—one of the highest
saturation rates in the country.




FOR JEWISH ADULTS IN A
TYPICALYEAR:

Only 16% are affiliated with a local synagogue.* An
additional 12% belong to a synagogue outside of the
Sarasota-Manatee community.

N

28 [|/ 68% ATTEND A SEDER
l] X
o
* e . . 1 . r ‘
Synagogue affiliation includes ‘brick and mortar’ synagogues as well as 20% LIGHT
Chabad, independent minyanim and havurot, and High Holiday congregations. HANUKKAH CANDLES

ATTENDED SERVICES AT LEAST ONCE IN THE PAST YEAR 62%

ATTEND SERVICES MONTHLY OR MORE I?%

ATTEND HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES 43 %

NON-SYNAGOGUE MEMBERS ATTENDED ﬂ
SERVICES AT LEAST ONCE IN THE PAST YEAR u

70% HAVE AMEZUZAH
IN THEIR HOME

7% KEEP KOSHER AT HOME

>0

10
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62% 46%

62% of Jewish households include Of these couples, 52% are inmarried
a couple who is married, (married to a Jewish person)
engaged or partnered. and 48% are intermarried.

The intermarriage rate is higher
among people 64 and younger.

The individual
intermarriage rate in
Sarasota-Manatee is 32%,
which is lower than the
national intermarriage
rate of 44% (Pew, 2013).

11
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OF JEWISH ADULTS
FEEL AT LEAST
SOMEWHAT CONNECTED
TO ISRAEL.

B6Y,

of adults have been to
Israel at least once.

This includes

are Israeli citizens or
have lived in Israel
at some point.

[lh

OF JEWISH ADULTS
SOUGHT OUT NEWS
ABOUT ISRAEL AT LEAST
ONCE IN THE
PREVIOUS MONTH,
WHILE

19

SEEK ISRAEL NEWS
DAILY.

According to the 2013
Pew study, only 43%
of US Jews had been

to Israel.

One-third of Jewish
adults indicate
that they have relatives
in Israel.



!

Among Sarasota-Manatee
Jews who are old enough
to have lived during
the Holocaust,

5% are SUrvivors or
refugees from Nazism.

Just 2% of households
include a survivor.

* ¥k Kk Kk X

Members of the community are Older Jews are more concerned
concerned about anti-Semitism, than younger Jews about
but that worry is directed more anti-Semitism nationally, but all
at the national (79%) level age groups have similar level of
than at the local (40%) level. concern in Sarasota-Manatee.

More than one-quarter (27%) of Jews said they
personally experienced anti-Semitism in the
past three years. The most frequent occurrences
were comments and insults; additional
experiences include facing stereotypes,
vandalism, discrimination, anti-Israel advocacy,
microaggression, and threats.

13
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23% of Jewish households
include at least one
person who is limited by
some sort of health issue,
special need, or disability.

10% of households include someone
who, in the last year, was constrained by
health issues from participating in the
local Jewish community. Respondents
indicated that chronic or short-term
health issues made it impossible to
attend religious services or programs
V r as frequently as they would have liked;
accessibility and inability to drive were
. also factors.

i T

7% of senior citizens are 9% of Jewish adults younger 7% of Jewish senior citizens
at least somewhat limited than 75 are providing care for an live in an assisted living
by transportation needed elderly parent or relative living in facility, nursing home, or an
to go about their daily lives. Sarasota-Manatee; 8% care for a independent living community.
relative outside of the community. Among those who do not,
9% of Jewish adults have a parent 7% are considering moving to
living in an assisted living facility one in the next 5 years.

in Sarasota-Manatee.
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imi i LIVING
Similar to the US Jewish ppanlS
population as a whole, COMFORTABLY JUST GETTING
) ALONG
the Sarasota-Manatee 45 By

Jewish community is

. NEARLY POOR
relatively affluent.

%

®8 ___— POOR

<Ih

Standard
of Living

PROSPEROUS

1

LIVING VERY
COMFORTABLY

30/

Although most households self-identify as living comfortably or prosperous,
other households struggle with significant economic challenges.

RECEIVE SOME FORM OF PUBLIC BENEFIT (SSD], SSI, MEDICAID, SUBSIDIZED HOUSING) IB%

HAD ECONOMIC HARDSHIP IN THE LAST YEAR, SUCH AS CHANGE IN EMPLOYMENT, Ia[l/
HEALTH, HOUSING OR FAMILY STRUCTURE 0

CONSTRAINED FROM JEWISH LIFE AS A RESULT OF FINANCIAL ISSUES Iz%
NOT CONFIDENT THAT THEY HAVE ADEQUATE SAVINGS FOR RETIREMENT 25%

HAVE INSUFFICIENT SAVINGS FOR THREE MONTHS OF LIVING EXPENSES 2"%
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Jews in our community engage with
programming offered by both Jewish
and non-Jewish organizations. In the

last year:
HAVE ATTENDED A HAVE READ MATERIALS
JEWISH PROGRAM FROM A LOCAL JEWISH
OF SOME KIND ORGANIZATION

16%

HAVE ATTENDED A
PROGRAM AT THE
JEWISH FEDERATION OF
SARASOTA-MANATEE

Participation in informal and cultural
Jewish activities, not necessarily
sponsored by an organization, in the last

year:
ATE JEWISH FOOD, PARTICIPATED IN
OUTSIDE OF A HOLIDAY ONLINE JEWISH
OR SHABBAT MEAL GROUPS
DISCUSSED STUDIED
JEWISH TOPICS JEWISH TEXTS

Where do people get their information?
(Can be from multiple sources)

THE JEWISH NEWS OF SARASOTA-MANATEE
SYNAGOGUE OR ORGANIZATIONAL NEWSLETTER
ONLINE SOURCES

NON-JEWISH LOCAL MEDIA

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

16
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3
ol
30%
413



CAUSES

What causes/interests are important to Jewish adults in our community?
(Can be more than one)

46%
2%
3T
2

VOLUNTEERING | PHILANTHROPY

O

OF HOUSEHOLDS HAVE
GIVEN TO A JEWISH
CHARITY IN

[ 4 v SARASOTA-MANATEE

W ==
16% 4%

B’

/ OF HOUSEHOLDS HAVE
GIVEN TO A JEWISH
CHARITY

HAVE VOLUNTEERED HAVE TAKEN A
WITH A JEWISH LEADERSHIP ROLE
ORGANIZATION WITH A LOCAL JEWISH

ORGANIZATION

17



HIGH SCHOOL

DIPLOMA
SOME COLLEGE/ >
TECH SCHOOL I 8[]/ l
[] | - ‘

ASSOCIATE OR
TECH DEGREE

BACHELORS DEGREE

GRADUATE DEGREE

WORK PART OF POPULATION
TIME IS RETIRED

3L

OF JEWISH ADULTS
CURRENTLY WORK
FULL TIME

OF POPULATION IS RETIRED,
ARE STAY AT HOME PARENTS,

UNEMPLOYED/TEMPORARY LEAVE

OR STUDENTS
18



REGOMMENDATIONS
AND NEXT STEPS

The Federation will embark on a strategic planning process in
2020 to take a deep dive into the data presented in the study.
Brandeis presented the following recommendations as a jumping
off point for further communal discussion:

* [ncrease focus on families with children

* Reach beyond the geographic core of the community with
emphasis on Manatee County and southern Sarasota County

* Increase outreach efforts throughout the community to engage
underserved and unaffiliated populations

To read the full 2019 Jewish Community Study,
visit jfedsrqg.org/communitystudy.

Questions?

Contact Kim Mullins,
Chief Operating Officer
941.552.6300
or kmullins@jfedsrq.org
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Join us as we reimag
our 32-acre campus.
We are JFED Proud & .Strong!

THE LARRY AND MARY GREENSPON FAMILY CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE
KLINGENSTEIN JEWISH CENTER | 580 MCINTOSH RD, SARASOTA FL 34232 | 941-371-4546 | JFEDSRQ.org

The Jewish Federation

OF SARASOTA-MANATEE

Contact us to learn more.

Howard Tevlowitz Kim Mullins llene Fox Rich Bergman
Chief Executive Officer Chief Operating Officer Chief Development Officer Major Gifts
941.343.2110 941.552.6300 941.343.21M 941.552.6306

htevlowitz@jfedsrg.org kmullins@jfedsrg.org ifox@jfedsrg.org rbergman@jfedsrq.org





