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Jewish Federation Acknowledgments

It is with pride and a sense of accomplishment that we present the findings of our 2019 Jewish
Community Study. The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee has a vision to build a vibrant,
inclusive, engaged Jewish community. To realize this vision, our leadership felt strongly that we
must better understand the demographics of our Jewish community and the attitudes and needs of
its residents. To address this, our Federation invested in a comprehensive study of our local
Jewish community.

This study will significantly impact the strategy and work of our Federation, helping us to better
understand communal needs so that we can allocate our precious resources for maximum impact.
The results are especially important and timely as we embark on a project to reimagine our 32-acre
Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life on McIntosh Road.

Our Federation engaged the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies at
Brandeis University to conduct the survey and to report on its findings. Led by principal
researcher, Dr. Matt Boxer, the Brandeis team, comprised of Matthew A. Brookner, Eliana
Chapman and Janet Krasner Aronson, used the most advanced research techniques to provide us
with a high-quality survey, which produced reliable findings. More than 1,000 respondents
participated in the study. It allowed us to gain important insights into contemporary Jewish life—
the beliefs, practices, values and rituals that add meaning for our core constituencies and the many
subgroups of our community. This data will enable our own strategic planning, and will also prove
helpful to agencies, synagogues, the Jewish day school, and other Jewish service and funding
organizations.

Federation is releasing the community study results to inspire a healthy and robust conversation
that amplifies our community’s strengths. The information contained within this report will be the
catalyst to address the many opportunities and challenges the study highlights.

We are grateful to many people who helped bring this study to fruition. Our sincere thanks to our
president, Michael Ritter, and CEO, Howard Tevlowitz, whose leadership made this study a
priority. We also thank the individual respondents, and our community partners for their
participation and support of this project. Federation is grateful to the Community Foundation of
Sarasota County for their generous grant in support of this initiative.

Most of all, we extend our deep appreciation and gratitude to Marsha Eisenberg for chairing the
study committee and advisory group, to Dr. Linda Silver and Kim Mullins as the Federation
professionals leading this effort, and to the committee members who dedicated their time and
energy to creating a study with results that will benefit our entire Jewish community.



We would also like to thank our study committee members: Lenny Drexler, Liz Gellis, Stacy
Hanan, Bart Levenson, Rod Margolis, and Alan Silverglat.

In addition, we are grateful to our advisory group members: Isaac Azerad, Heidi Brown, Kris
Brzostek, Linda Buxbaum, Su Byron, Amy Meese, Ronnie Riceberg, Kim Sheintal, Jay Solomon,
and Rabbi Michael Werbow.

We invite you to review these findings and assist our Federation as we plan for the future of our
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community. If you have any questions or comments, or would like to be
involved in further discussions, please contact Kim Mullins, Chief Operating Officer, at
941.552.6300 or kmullins@jfedstq.org
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The Brandeis research team is grateful to the Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee for the
opportunity to collaborate and conduct the 2019 community study. The study was proposed and
sponsored by the Federation, whose staff, Board of Directors, and Community Study Committee
provided valuable input on the study design, questionnaire, and report. We are particularly grateful
to Chief Executive Officer, Howard Tevlowitz, former Chief Human Resources Officer Linda
Silver, Chief Operations Officer Kim Mullins, Board of Directors President Michael Ritter, and
Community Study Committee Chair Marsha Eisenberg. They helped us learn about the
community and ensured that our work would be of the highest quality and utility for the Sarasota-
Manatee Jewish community. We also thank the 1,038 respondents who completed the survey.
Without their willingness to spend time answering numerous questions about their lives, there
could be no study.

The University of New Hampshire Survey Center served as the call center for this study. We are
grateful for the efforts of Zachary Azem, who acted as our main point of contact and was the
survey instrument programmer and supervisor for data collection. Sean McKinley was
instrumental in testing the survey. Robert Durant and Carolyn Lamb managed the calling
operation, including training and supervising callers, fielding callbacks, and countless other tasks.
We would also like to thank the many callers who collected data from respondents.

Director of the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies and Steinhardt
Social Research Institute Professor Leonard Saxe provided critical guidance and support
throughout this process. We are also appreciative of a large team of our colleagues and students at
Brandeis University who assisted us with the study. Matthew Feinberg managed logistics,
combined and deduplicated membership and mailing lists, and ensured that the sample drawn for
the study met all criteria. Harry Aaronson led efforts to code responses to open-ended questions
on the survey. He also helped prepare tables and figures throughout the report and organized the
quotes used in chapter 9. Elizabeth Tighe, Raquel Magidin de Kramer, and Daniel Parmer led the
efforts to develop an estimate of the adult Jewish-by-religion population of Sarasota-Manatee as
part of the Steinhardt Institute’s American Jewish Population Project. Yi He, Hannah Taylor,
Camille Evans, and Harry Abrahams helped code responses to open-ended questions.

Deborah Grant provided editorial advice and assistance and, with Harry Aaronson, prepared the
report for publication. Finally, we thank Masha Lokshin and Ilana Friedman for their logistical and
editorial support throughout the study.
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Executive Summary

The 2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Community Study, conducted by the Maurice and Marilyn
Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies (CMJS) and the Steinhardt Social Research Institute
(SSRI) at Brandeis University, employed innovative, state-of-the-art methods to create a
comprehensive portrait of the characteristics, attitudes, and behaviors of present-day Sarasota-
Manatee Jewry. Some of the issues explored in the study grew out of conversations surrounding
the Pew Research Centet’s A Portrait of Jewish Americans (2013), which pointed to growing and
shrinking US Jewish sub-populations, declining affiliation in traditional institutions, new forms of
Jewish engagement, a rise of both secular and Orthodox Jews, and a relationship between
intermarriage and community growth.! With the Pew study and the related national discourse as a
backdrop, the dynamics of Sarasota-Manatee’s Jewish community took on added significance.

The principal goal of this study was to provide valid data about the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
community that could be used by communal organizations and their leadership to design programs
and policies that support and enhance Jewish life. Valid data are essential to effective decision
making, allocation of resources, strategic priorities, community support, robust participation, and
outreach.

Specifically, the study sought to:

e Estimate the number of Jewish adults and children in the community and the number of non-
Jewish adults and children who are part of those households

e Describe the community in terms of age and gender, geographic distribution, economic well-
being, and other sociodemographic characteristics

e Measure participation in community programs and institutional Judaism and understand
reasons for participation

e Understand the multifaceted cultural, communal, and religious expressions of Judaism that
constitute Jewish engagement

e Assess attitudes toward Israel and Judaism
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Demographics

e Asof 2019, the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community numbers approximately 35,300 adults and
children living in 17,100 Jewish households. This total includes 25,400 Jewish adults and 3,400
Jewish children, as well as 6,100 non-Jewish adults and 300 non-Jewish children.

e Since 2001, the number of Jewish individuals living in Sarasota-Manatee increased by 86%. This
growth rate approximately doubled the regional population growth rate.

e Approximately 3.6% of residents in Sarasota-Manatee are Jewish, compared with about 2.2% of
residents of the United States.

e TForty-eight percent of Sarasota-Manatee marriages including a Jewish partner are interfaith
marriages.

e The individual intermarriage rate is 32%. While lower than the national intermarriage rate of
56%, the Sarasota-Manatee intermarriage rate has tripled from 11% in 2001.

e There are 2,600 seasonal Jewish households in Sarasota-Manatee.

Geography

e The Jews of Sarasota-Manatee can be divided among four regions: Lakewood Ranch, Coastal
Areas/Downtown Sarasota, Rest of Sarasota County, and Rest of Manatee County

e The largest share of the community, 42% of Jewish households, are located in the Rest of
Sarasota County area.

e Lakewood Ranch is home to the smallest share of Jewish households among the geographic
regions. However, the rapid growth in this area is indicative of a shift in the population center
of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.
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Jewish Engagement

Forty-one percent of the Jewish population in Sarasota-Manatee is “Minimally Involved” in
the community. Half or fewer of the members of this Minimally Involved group did not attend
Passover seders or light Hanukkah candles—something that was near-universal in every other
group of Jewish engagement.

Another 37% of the community is moderately Jewishly engaged. Those in the “Personal”
groups participate more in personal Jewish activities, such as reading Jewish books or eating
Jews foods, than communal activities. Those in the “Holiday” group express their Jewish
identities primarily by celebrating Jewish holidays.

Fourteen percent of Jewish adults, those in the “Communal” group, participate in many Jewish
communal activities, such as belonging to a synagogue or other Jewish communal
organization, attending Jewish activities, reading material from Jewish organizations, and
volunteering for or donating to Jewish organizations.

Eight percent of Jewish adults are highly engaged or “Immersed” in all aspects of Jewish life.

8% Immersed 2322222202

Involved in most aspects of Jewish life
at a high level and high intensity

14% Communal 8l 81 1 L B
Participates in more communal than 2222

personal activities

422222

Participates in more personal than
communal activities

17% Holid 2222222222
Participates in holiday acg\!itiaeg 2222222

o | 222222282822
Little or e Easch e, 213833y
2333y
12333305208
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Jewish Children

The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is getting younger. There are now 3,700 children
living in Sarasota-Manatee Jewish households, 3,400 of whom are being raised Jewish. This
figure is more than double the estimate from 2001, when 1,500 Jewish children were being
raised Jewish in the area.

Ninety-two percent of children in Jewish households are being raised Jewish in some way.
Twenty-five percent of Jewish children not yet in kindergarten are enrolled in a Jewish
preschool program.

Forty percent of K-12 Jewish children are involved in at least some informal Jewish education.

Synagogue and Ritual Life

Twenty-eight percent of households in Sarasota-Manatee include someone who belongs to a
synagogue or another Jewish worship community of some kind. This is a decrease in the
percentage of synagogue participation since 2001, but an increase in the raw number of
membership households due to population growth in the area.

However, only 16% of households belong to a congregation 7 the Sarasota-Manatee area. Twelve
percent belong to congregations in other communities; in most cases, these are seasonal
residents.

Sixty-two percent of Jewish adults attended services at least once in the past year. Seventeen
percent attended a service on a monthly basis or more.

Forty-two percent of synagogue-member households are dues-paying members of traditional
brick-and-mortar synagogues in Sarasota-Manatee. Another 8% say they are members of a
local Chabad congregation, and 5% affiliate with local alternative congregational structures
such as an independent minyan, havurah, or High Holiday congregation.

Social and Communal Life

Almost 70% of Sarasota-Manatee Jews report that at least half of their closest friends are
Jewish.

Jewish social and communal activities are diverse, vibrant, and widely attended. Many Jewish
households either belong to a local Jewish organization other than a synagogue (19%), or
belong to an informal or grassroots group like a Jewish book club (10%).

Fifty-eight percent of Jewish adults are willing to travel at least 20 minutes to a Jewish
program. Only 16% of Jewish adults in the area say they are unwilling to travel to attend a
Jewish activity or event.

Thirty-eight percent of Jewish adults engaged in some volunteer activity in the past month,
including 16% who volunteered for a local Jewish organization.

Eighty percent of households (and 82% of Jewish adults) report making a charitable
contribution in the past year. Thirty-seven percent of Jewish households gave to organizations
that primarily serve the Jewish community of Sarasota-Manatee.
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Twenty-seven percent of Sarasota-Manatee Jews report that they personally experienced
antisemitism in the past three years. When asked to describe these experiences, the most
common incidents described were antisemitic comments made in either a conversational or
aggressive tone.

Members of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community are concerned about antisemitism, but
that worry is directed more at the national (79%) than the local level (40%).

Connections to Israel

Among Sarasota-Manatee Jews, 56% have been to Israel at least once. The Sarasota-Manatee
rate of travel represents a higher proportion than among US Jews in general.

Eighty-nine percent of Sarasota-Manatee Jews feel at least somewhat connected to Israel, and
40% feel very connected to Israel.

Aside from travel to Israel, Jews from Sarasota-Manatee connect to Israel through their family
and friends who live there.

Seventy-seven percent of Sarasota-Manatee Jews sought out news about Israel at least once in
the previous month.

Financial Well-Being and Health Needs

Similar to the US Jewish population as a whole, the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is
relatively affluent. Overall, 11% of the community describe themselves as “prosperous” and
more than one third (35%) say they are “living very comfortably.”

Eight percent say they are “just getting along,” a possible indication of economic vulnerability,
while 1% say they are “nearly poor,” and less than 1% say they are “poor.”

Among those who responded to the question about income, 18% indicated their income was
less than $50,000 per year. This is a significant change since 2001, when 38% of Jewish
households had incomes under $50,000.

Twenty-five percent of Sarasota-Manatee Jews are not confident in their ability to live
comfortably during retirement.

Twenty percent of households do not have enough funds to cover three months of expenses
were they to face an unexpected loss of income.

Twelve percent of Jewish households have been constrained from participating in Jewish life
due to financial issues. The most commonly cited financial challenges are the cost of programs,
events, and fundraisers, as well as the high costs of synagogue dues and High Holiday tickets.
Twenty-three percent of Jewish households in Sarasota-Manatee include at least one person
who is limited by some sort of health issue, special need, or disability.

Respondents who indicated that a household member is limited by a health issue, special need,
or disability were asked to categorize the issue. The most frequently listed were physical
disabilities, occurring in 50% of households with a health issue, representing 17% of all Jewish
households.

Ten percent of households include someone who, in the past year, was constrained by health
issues from participating in the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.
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Most of the 84 respondents who described ways that health issues have limited their
participation in Jewish life indicated that either chronic or short-term health issues made it
difficult or impossible for them to attend religious services or other Jewish programs as
frequently as they would like. Sixteen respondents specifically mentioned issues of accessibility,
such as clear access to buildings and programmatic spaces, inability to drive due to a short- or
long-term injury or illness, or inability to drive at night.
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Chapter 1. Introduction: The
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
Community in 2019

The 2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Community Study, conducted by the Maurice and Marilyn
Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies (CMJS) and the Steinhardt Social Research Institute
(SSRI) at Brandeis University, employed innovative, state-of-the-art methods to create a
comprehensive portrait of the characteristics, attitudes, and behaviors of present-day Sarasota-
Manatee Jewry. Some of the issues explored in the study grew out of conversations surrounding
the Pew Research Centet’s A Portrait of Jewish Americans (2013), which pointed to growing and
shrinking US Jewish sub-populations, declining affiliation in traditional institutions, new forms of
Jewish engagement, a rise of both secular and Orthodox Jews, and a relationship between
intermarriage and community growth.? With the Pew study and the related national discourse as a
backdrop, understanding the dynamics of Sarasota-Manatee’s Jewish community took on added
significance.

The principal goal of this study was to provide valid data about the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
community that could be used by communal organizations and their leadership to design programs
and policies that support and enhance Jewish life. Valid data are essential to effective decision
making, allocation of resources, strategic priorities, community support, robust participation, and
outreach.

Specifically, the study sought to:

e Estimate the number of Jewish adults and children in the community and the number of non-
Jewish adults and children who are part of those households

¢ Describe the community in terms of age and gender, geographic distribution, economic well-
being, and other sociodemographic characteristics

e Measure participation in community programs and institutional Judaism and understand
reasons for participation

e Understand the multifaceted cultural, communal, and religious expressions of Judaism that
constitute Jewish engagement

e Assess attitudes toward Israel and Judaism

The present study provides a snapshot of today’s Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community. At the
same time, the report considers trends and developments that diverge from those of the past.
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History

The present study is the latest in a succession of occasional studies about the Sarasota-Manatee
Jewish community. The first study that was regarded as “scientific,” conducted in 1992, identified
14,700 Jews in 8,200 households. The most recent demographic study, in 2001, found 15,500 Jews
in 8,800 Jewish households. All reports on previous studies can be found at the Berman Jewish
Data Bank, <http://www.jewishdatabank.org/studies/us-local-communities.cfm>.

Methodology

Community studies utilize scientific survey methods to collect information from selected members
of the community and, from those responses, extrapolate information about the entire community.
Over time, it has become increasingly complex to conduct these surveys and, in particular, to
obtain an unbiased sample of community members. The 2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
Community Study updates the methods that have been used since 1992, using innovative
approaches to overcome the challenges of survey research.?

At the heart of the methodological challenge is that traditional methods to conduct community
surveys are no longer feasible. The classic survey methodology, random digit dialing (RDD), relied
on telephone calls to randomly selected households in a given geographic area and phone
interviews with household members. Today, as a result of changing telephone technology (e.g.,
caller ID), fewer people answer the phone for unknown callers, putting response rates for
telephone surveys in the single digits.* More significantly, over half of households no longer have
landline phones® and rely exclusively on cell phones. Because of phone number portability,® cell
phones frequently have an area code and exchange, and in some cases a billing address, that are not
associated with the geographic location in which the phone user resides. Therefore, it is no longer
possible to select a range of phone numbers and assume that the owners of those numbers will live
in the specified area and be willing to answer the phone.

The present study addresses these obstacles with several innovative methods, described in detail in

Appendix A:

e Enhanced RDD. Instead of deriving information about the population from a single RDD
phone survey of the local area, the enhanced RDD method relies on a synthesis of national
surveys that were conducted by government agencies and other organizations that included
information about religion. The synthesis combined data from hundreds of surveys and used
information collected from Sarasota and Manatee County residents to estimate the Jewish
population in the region.

e Comprehensive list-based sample. Rather than selecting survey participants from the
entirety of Sarasota and Manatee Counties, the CM]JS study selected respondents based on their
appearance on the membership and contact lists of dozens of local Jewish organizations. This
comprehensive list-based approach ensured that anyone in Sarasota-Manatee who had even
minimal contact with an area Jewish organization was eligible to participate in the sample.
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e Ethnic name sample. Needless to say, not all Jewish community members are known by a
community organization. For that reason, the sample was supplemented with a list of
households in the area composed of individuals who have a Jewish first or last name.

e Multiple survey modes. Because households are increasingly difficult to reach by telephone,
CM]JS contacted survey participants by postal mail, phone, and email. Multiple attempts were
made to reach respondents, and efforts were made to update contact information and the
respondent’s status when initial efforts were unsuccessful.

The 2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Community Survey was based on a sampling frame of 34,572
households. From this frame, two samples were drawn: a primary sample of 7,400 households
that were contacted by postal mail, email, and telephone, and a supplemental sample of 2,895
households that were contacted by email only. Designed to be representative of the entire Sarasota-
Manatee Jewish community, the primary sample was used as a basis for population estimates and
analyses of the community as a whole. The response rate for this sample was 37.8% (AAPOR
RR4). Because households from the supplement were only contacted by email, we expected that
highly engaged households would be more likely to complete the survey. Consequently, we utilized
statistical adjustments to account for the different likelihood of response in the two samples. The
survey weights ensured that the full response sample—primary and supplemental—represented the
entire community in terms of key factors including age, Jewish denomination, and synagogue
membership.

Throughout this report, for purposes of analysis and reporting, we derived estimates about the
entire population from the primary sample only. We used the combined, or full, sample for
analyses of subgroups—such as families with children—where the increased number of
respondents supported more robust analysis.

Table |.]1 Summary of survey respondents

Primary Supplement Total
DATA FOR ANALYSIS: MAIN
SURVEY
Completes 668 304 972
Partial 45 21 66
TOTAL main survey 713 325 1,038
Screen out/incomplete/ineligible 898 85 983
Total households reached 1,611 410 2,021

Response Rate (AAPOR4) 37.8% [1.1% 30.5%
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Undercounted Populations

The goal of the community study was to develop a comprehensive portrait of the Sarasota-Manatee
Jewish population. Nevertheless, some groups were likely undercounted and/or underrepresented.
In particular, residents of institutional settings such as hospitals, nursing homes, and dormitories
on college campuses, as well as adults who had never associated in any way with a Jewish
organization in Sarasota-Manatee, were less likely to be identified and contacted to complete the
survey. Although we could not produce an accurate count of these individuals, these undercounts
were unlikely to introduce significant bias into the reported estimates. Where appropriate, we noted
the limitations of the methodology.

How to Read This Report

The present survey of Jewish households is designed to represent the views of an entire community
by interviewing a randomly selected sample of households from the community. In order to
extrapolate respondent data to the entire community, the data are adjusted (i.e., “weighted”). Each
individual respondent is assigned a weight so that his/her survey answers represent the proportion
of the overall community that has similar demographic characteristics. The weighted respondent
thus stands in for that segment of the population and not only the household from which it was
collected. (See Appendix A for more detail.) Unless otherwise specified, this report presents
weighted survey data in the form of percentages or proportions. Accordingly, these data should be
read not as the percentage or proportion of respondents who answered each question in a given
way, but as the percentage or proportion of the population that it is estimated would answer each
question in that way had each member of the population been surveyed.

No estimate should be considered an exact measurement. The reported estimate for any value,
known as a “point estimate,” is the most likely value for the variable in question for the entire
population given available data, but it is possible that the true value is slightly lower or slightly
higher. Because estimates are derived from data collected from a representative sample of the
population, there is a degree of uncertainty. The amount of uncertainty depends on multiple
factors, the most important of which is the number of survey respondents who provided the data
from which an estimate is derived. The uncertainty is quantified as a set of values that range from
some percentage below the reported estimate to a similar percentage above it. This range is known
as a “confidence interval.” By convention, the confidence interval is calculated to reflect 95%
certainty that the true value for the population falls within the range defined by the confidence
interval, but other confidence levels are used where appropriate. (See Appendix A for details about
the magnitude of the confidence intervals around estimates in this study.)

When size estimates of subpopulations (e.g., seasonal residents) are provided, they are calculated as
the weighted number of households or individuals for which the respondents provided sufficient
information to classify them as members of the subgroup. When data are missing, those
respondents are counted as if they are not part of the subgroups for purposes of estimation. For
this reason, all subpopulation estimates may undercount information on those least likely to
complete the survey or answer particular questions. Missing information cannot reliably be imputed
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in many such cases because the other information that could serve as a basis to impute data is also
missing. Refer to the codebook, included as Appendix D, for the actual number of responses to
each question.

Some tables and figures that present proportions do not add up to 100%. In some cases, this is a
result of respondents having the option to select more than one response to a question; in such
cases, the text of the report will indicate that multiple responses were possible. In most cases,
however, the appearance that proportional estimates do not add up to 100% is a result of rounding.
Proportional estimates are rounded to the nearest whole number.

For simplicity, in some tables not all groups will be shown. For example, if the proportion of a
group who participated in a Passover seder is shown, the proportion who did not participate will
not be shown. When a percentage is between 0% and 0.5% and would otherwise round down to
0%, the number is denoted as < 1%.

Reporting Qualitative Data

The survey included a number of questions that called for open-text responses. These were used to
elicit more information about respondents’ opinions and experiences than could be provided in a
check box format. All such responses were categorized, or “coded,” to identify topics and themes
that were mentioned by multiple respondents. Because a consistent set of responses were not
offered to each respondent, it would be misleading to report the weighted proportion of responses
to these questions. Instead, we report the total number of responses that mentioned a particular
code or theme. This number appears in parentheses after the response without a percent sign, or in
tables labeled as “n” or number of responses. In most cases, sample quotes are also reported, with
identifying information removed and edited for clarity.

Comparisons across Surveys

As part of the goal to assess trends, comparisons of answers to a number of questions are made to
earlier local data (in particular, the 2001 study)” and data from national studies (in particular, Pew’s
2013 A Portrait of Jewish Americans).® Although these analyses are informative, comparisons across
studies are not as precise and reliable as the data from the present study.

Report Overview

This report presents key findings about the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community. Beginning with a
portrait of the community as a whole, the report continues with a more in-depth look at topics of
interest to community members and leaders.

Chapter 2. Demographic Snapshot

The report begins with an overview of the demographic composition of the Sarasota-Manatee
Jewish community, including seasonal residents, and discusses changes in the Jewish population
size and characteristics since 2001.
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Chapter 3. Patterns of Jewish Engagement

This chapter describes the multifaceted ways in which the Jews of Sarasota-Manatee define and
express their Jewish identity. A set of behavioral measures characterize Jewish engagement based on
participation in Jewish life. A typology of Jewish engagement helps explain Jewish behaviors and
attitudes.

Chapters 4-7. Jewish Children, Synagogue and Ritual Life, Social and Communal Life,
Israel

Each of these chapters focuses on a particular aspect of Jewish life and describes key behaviors and
attitudes.

Chapters 8. Financial Well-Being, Health, and Special Needs
This chapter examines the living conditions of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish households, in particular
with regard to economic well-being, economic hardship, and health and social service concerns.

Chapter 9. In the Words of Community Members

The concluding chapter summarizes the findings of the study and recommendations and includes
comments from survey respondents.

Report Appendices
The appendices, available in a separate document, include:

Appendix A. Methodological Appendix
Details of data collection and analysis

Appendix B. Comparison Charts
Detailed cross-tabulations of all survey data for key subgroups of the population

Appendix C. Latent Class Analysis
Details of the latent class analysis method that was used to develop the Index of Jewish
Engagement

Appendix D. Survey Instrument and Codebook
Details of survey questions and conditions, along with the original weighted responses

Appendix E. Study Documentation
Copies of the recruitment materials and training documents used with the call center

Appendix F. Maps
Choropleth maps of key findings from the study
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Chapter 2. Demographic Snapshot of
the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
Community

Understanding the character, behavior, and attitudes of members of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
community requires knowledge of the size, geographic distribution, and basic socio-demographic
characteristics of the community. The ways in which members of Jewish households identify and
engage with Judaism and the community all vary significantly based upon who they are, where they
live, their household composition, their ages, and their Jewish backgrounds. This demographic
overview describes the size of the community and the basic characteristics of community
members.

Jewish Population Estimate

The 2019 community study estimates that the Sarasota- The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
Manatee Jewish community numbers approximately 35,300 Community Population
adults and children living in 17,100 Jewish households. These ~ Estimates, 2019

households include 28,800 Jewish individuals (see below for

definitions). From 2001 to 2019, both the number of Total Jews 28,800
individuals living in Sarasota-Manatee’s Jewish households Jewish adults 25,400
and the number of households approximately doubled (see Jewish children 3.400
Figure 2.1). During the same period, the number of Jewish Total 4
individuals increased by 86%. otal non-Jews 6,400
Non-Jewish adults 6,100
In Sarasota and Manatee Counties, the total population in Non-Jewish children 300

2018 (the most recent data available) was nearly 805,000.
Approximately 3.6% of residents of the catchment area are  Total people 35,300

Jewish, compared with approximately 2.2% of the Total households 17.100

population of the United States. The regional population
growth from 2000 to 2018 was 39%, far slower than the
rate of growth in the Jewish household population. It is often more appropriate, however, to
compare the Jewish community to the non-Hispanic white college-educated population,? which
increased across the area by approximately 74% between 2000 and 2017.10
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Figure 2.1. Growth over time in Jewish community size
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Jewish Adults

Estimates of the size of the Jewish population rest on a set of fundamental questions about who is
counted as Jewish for the purposes of the study. Recent studies, such as Pew Research Center’s
2013 A Portrait of Jewish Americans, classify respondents according to their responses to a series of
screening questions: What is your religion? Do you consider yourself to be Jewish aside from
religion? Were either of your parents Jewish? Were you raised Jewish? Based on the answers to
these questions, Jews have been categorized as “Jews by religion” (JBR)—if they respond to a
question about religion by stating that they are solely Jewish—and “Jews of no religion” (JNR)—if
their religion is not Judaism, but they consider themselves Jewish through some other means. Jews
by religion tend to be more engaged with Judaism than Jews of no religion, but many JBRs and
JNRs look similar in terms of Jewish behaviors and attitudes. For the purposes of this study, and
to ensure that Sarasota-Manatee’s Jewish community could be compared to the population
nationwide, a variant of Pew’s scheme was employed, supplemented by several other measures of
identity. Included in the Jewish population are those adults who indicate they are Jewish and
another religion; we refer to this category as “Jews of multiple religions” (JMR).

Among Jewish adults in Sarasota-Manatee, 89% (22,700 individuals) identify as Jewish by religion
(JBR). This proportion is higher than that of the overall United States Jewish population as
reported by Pew (78%).11 Of the remaining Jewish adults, 7% (1,900 individuals) identify as Jews
of no religion (JNR), and 3% (800 individuals) identify as Jews of multiple religions (JMR).!2
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Definitions
Jewish households are households that include at least one Jewish adult.
Jewish adults are those who say they are currently Jewish and either have at least one Jewish
parent, were raised Jewish, or converted to Judaism. They include three groups:
Jewish by religion (JBR): Indicate their religion is Jewish.
Jews of no religion (JNR): Indicate they have no religion but are ethnically or culturally
Jewish.
Jews of multiple religions (JMR): Either they consider themselves having two religions,
Jewish and another religion, or they have another religion but also consider themselves

ethnically or culturally Jewish.

Non-Jewish adults include three groups:
Jewish background: Those who report that they had a Jewish parent or were raised Jewish,

but do not consider themselves currently Jewish in any way.
Jewish affinity: Those who consider themselves Jewish but were not born to Jewish parents,
were not raised Jewish, and did not convert. Many in this group are married to Jewish

adults.
Not Jewish: Do not consider themselves Jewish and have no Jewish background.

Jewish children are classified based on how they are being raised by their parents.
Jewish by religion (JBR): Parents say they are raising their children Jewish by religion.
Jews of no religion (JNR): Parents say they are raising their children culturally Jewish.
Jews of multiple religions (JMR): Parents say they are raising their children as Jewish and

another religion.

Non-Jewish children are children being raised with no religion or a religion other than Judaism,

ot have parents who have not yet decided on a religion.
No religion: Parents say they are raising their children with no religion.
Not yet decided: Parents say they have not yet decided how they will raise their children in

terms of religion. This response is most commonly provided for children who are too

young to enroll in religious education.
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Jewish Households

Jewish households are defined as households that include at least one Jewish adult. Sarasota-
Manatee’s Jewish population resides in 17,100 households. (Table 2.1). This is an increase of 94%
since 2001.

A total of 35,300 individuals,'? including adults and children, reside in Jewish households,
constituting a 102% increase in individuals. This total includes 25,400 Jewish adults and 3,400
Jewish children as well as 6,100 non-Jewish adults and 300 non-Jewish children.

People in Jewish Households

For the purposes of this study, all adults and children in Jewish households have been classified
according to their Jewish identity (see box on previous page for definitions). As shown in Table
2.2, the largest population growth in Jewish households is seen in the increased number of non-
Jewish adults who live in those households. This trend corresponds to the increase in
intermarriage, as discussed below. There has also been population growth in the number of Jewish
children. This trend corresponds to the increasing share of households with children, as discussed
below.

Table 2.1. Jewish population of Sarasota-Manatee, summary (rounded to nearest 100)

Change, 2001
2019 2001 t0 2019
Househ?Ids with at least 17.100 8,800 94%
one Jewish adult
thal Jewish adults and 28,800 15,500 86%
children
Total people in Jewish 35,300 17,500 102%

households
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Table 2.2. Jewish population of Sarasota-Manatee, detail (rounded to nearest |00; sums may

not add up to total due to rounding)

Change, 2001 to

2019 2001 2019

Jewish adults 25,400 14,000 81%
JBR adults 22,700
JNR adults 1,900
JMR adults 800

E::Iiﬁgﬁ: adults in Jewish 6,100 1.800 239%
Jewish background 300
Jewish affinity 1,100
Not Jewish 4,600

Jhe::i::h‘:;::re“ in Jewish 3,400 1,500 127%
JBR children 2,600
JNR children 500
JMR children 200

Eloounsiﬁ\;vlz: children in Jewish 300 300 0%
No religion 200
Not yet decided <100
Other religion 100

Age and Gender Composition

The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is older than the US Jewish community as a whole.
Compared to the national Jewish population, the local Jewish community has more senior citizens
and fewer adults under age 50 (Table 2.3). The mean age of Jewish adults in Sarasota-Manatee is 62
and the median is 68; by contrast, the national median age of Jewish adults is 50.14 However, the
community is younger than in the past. In 2019, 19% of Jewish adults are younger than age 50, and
54% are ages 65 or older. In 2001, 16% of Jewish adults were younger than age 50, and 63% were

ages 65 or older.

Including children in the analysis lowers the mean age. The mean age of all Sarasota-Manatee
Jewish individuals is 57 and the median is 64. The median age in 2001 was 69.
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The age-gender pyramid shows the distribution of Jews in Sarasota-Manatee (Figure 2.2). The
largest share is between ages 70-79, followed by those ages 60-69. Overall, the Sarasota-Manatee
Jewish community has more females than males (54% and 46%, respectively), with less than 1% of
adults identifying as a gender other than male or female.

Table 2.3. Age of Jewish adults in Sarasota-Manatee 2019 and 2001 and US Jewish community

Sarasota-Manatee Sarasota-Manatee US Jewish community

2019 (%) 2001 (%) (%)

Age 18-49 19 17 48
Age 50-64 26 20 30
Age 65-74 26 27 13
Age 75+ 28 37 I

Figure 2.2. Age-gender distribution of Jews in Sarasota-Manatee

40-49
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Household Composition

Households with children under age 18 (including single-parent, two-parent, or multigenerational
households) make up 15% of Jewish households in Sarasota-Manatee (Figure 2.3). The mean
household size is 2.1 individuals. Among households with children, the mean number of children
ages 17 and younger is 1.5.

Couples without children constitute 40% of households, and 33% of households include an adult
living alone. Multigenerational households, constituting 12% of households, are defined as parents
and adult children of any age living together. This category can include adults who are living with
children in their 20s or adults living with a parent in their 80s. Among households in which a single
adult resides, 53% are seniors ages 75 and older, 23% are seniors ages 65-74, 19% are ages 50-64,
and the remaining 5% are ages 18-49.

Overall, 62% of Jewish households include a married, engaged, or cohabiting couple, living with or
without children or other relatives. This proportion has decreased slightly from 2001, when it was
65%. The number of households with children has increased slightly from 12% in 2001 to 15% in
2019.

Figure 2.3. Household composition
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Geographic Distribution

The Jews of Sarasota-Manatee can be divided among four regions: Lakewood Ranch, Coastal
Areas/Downtown Satrasota, Rest of Sarasota County, and Rest of Manatee County (Figure 2.4). A
map showing the distribution of Jewish households appears in Figure 2.5. The distribution of Jews
and Jewish households is described in Table 2.4. The majority of the population lives in the Rest of
Sarasota County region, with about one quarter living in the Rest of Manatee County region.
Throughout this report, differences in Jewish participation are reported based on region of
residence.

Regional Definitions

The Lakewood Ranch region includes the ZIP codes
34202, 34211, and 34240

The Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota region includes
the ZIP codes 34228, 34231, 342306, 34239, and 34242.

The Rest of Sarasota County region includes the
remaining ZIP codes in Sarasota County.

The Rest of Manatee County region includes the
remaining ZIP codes in Manatee County.

A map displaying these regions appears in Figure 2.4.



Figure 2.4. Regional definitions
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Table 2.4. Geographic distribution of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish households

Geographic region

Jewish households (%) Jewish individuals (%) All individuals (%)

Lakewood Ranch

Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota
Rest of Sarasota County

Rest of Manatee County

Total

I
22
42
25
100

12
22
42

24
100

I
2
44

24
100

Figure 2.5. Dot density map of Jewish households in Sarasota-Manatee'*
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Table 2.5 displays the distribution across the region by age. The largest share of children lives in the
Rest of Sarasota County region, and the largest share of those ages 75 and older lives in the Rest of
Manatee County region.

Table 2.5. Geographic region of Jewish adults and children by age

Ages Ages Ages Ages Ages

ove:f/")' 0-17 18-49  50-64 65-74 75+
2 (%) (%) (% (% (%)
Lakewood Ranch 12 24 17 29 30 24
Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota 22 23 9 31 31 29
Rest of Sarasota County 42 34 23 25 26 26
Rest of Manatee County 24 19 26 15 26 32
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

Residency and Length of Residence

The Jews of Sarasota-Manatee have been living in the area for an average of 17 years. Eleven
percent of Jewish adults have lived in the area for less than five years, 18% for 5-9 years, 42% for
10-19 years, and 30% for more than 20 years. Three percent of Jewish adults were raised in the
Sarasota-Manatee area.

Eighty-four percent of Jewish households own their
Sarasota-Manatee homes; the remainder are rentets.

Year-Round and Seasonal Resident
Definitions
Extended Family in the Region Year-round residents live in the area for

) nine or more months per year.
Ten percent of households have adult or minor

children who live in another household in the
Sarasota-Manatee area. Over half (55%) of
households have adult or minor children who live
outside of Sarasota-Manatee. Twenty percent of
households with respondents younger than age 75
have a parent living in Sarasota-Manatee but in a
separate household.

Seasonal residents live in the area three
to eight months per year.

Visitors or short-term residents live in
the area for one or two months per year;
they are not counted in the population for
this report.

Seasonal Population

For the purposes of this report, seasonal residents are those who live in the area between three and
eight months of the year; year-round residents live in the area for 9-12 months. The study found
an additional 200 Jewish households with individuals who reside in Sarasota-Manatee for less than
three months of the year, and they are not included in the population for the report.1¢ In the text
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and tables below, differences in characteristics and Jewish participation are noted for the year-
round and seasonal residents.

The seasonal population of Sarasota-Manatee includes an estimated 2,600 Jewish households
(Table 2.6). These households include 4,000 Jewish adults and 600 non-Jewish adults. There are
approximately 100 children who live in seasonal households. Seasonal residents constitute 15% of
the Jewish households and 16% of the adult Jewish population.

The year-round Jewish population of 21,300 Jewish adults and 5,400 non-Jewish adults resides in
14,400 households. Approximately 3,600 children reside in these households.

The seasonal Jewish population of Sarasota-Manatee is older than the year-round Jewish
population (Table 2.7). Seventy-nine percent of the population are senior citizens ages 65 and
older; nearly half are ages 75 and older. The median age of seasonal Jewish adults is 73, compared
to 65 for year-round residents.

Table 2.6. Adults of Sarasota-Manatee by seasonality (rounded to nearest 100. Sums may not
add up due to rounding)

Seasonal Year-round

Seasonal, Year-round, Seasonal, Year-round, change, change,

2019 2019 2001 2001 2001-2019 2001-2019

Jewish households 2,600 14,400 2,000 6,800 30% 112%
Jewish adults 4,000 21,300 2,400 11,600 67% 84%
Total adults 4,600 26,700 2,600 13,200 77% 102%

Table 2.7. Age of adults in Jewish households by seasonality

Seasonal, Year-round, Seasonal, Year-round,
2019 (%) 2019 (%) 2001 (%) 2001 (%)
18-49 3 23 I 32
50-64 18 26 29 24
65-74 33 27 39 21
75+ 46 24 31 23

Total 100 100 100 100
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More than half of seasonal households (56%) are in the Coastal Areas/Downtown Satrasota region
(Table 2.8). By contrast, the largest share of year-round households, 44%, are in the Rest of
Sarasota County region.

Twenty-three percent of Jewish households have multiple homes, including all households
classified as seasonal and 8% of households classified as year-round. Of households with a second
home, 57% consider their Sarasota-Manatee home to be their primary residence; 36% consider it a
seasonal residence; the remainder consider it their vacation home.

Seasonal residents have spent fewer years in Sarasota-Manatee than year-round residents. The
average length of time seasonal residents have owned or rented a home in the area is 15 years,
compared to 17 years for year-round residents.

Among those with multiple homes, 62% have their second home in the northeastern United States.
Another 12% have a second home in the Midwestern United States, 11% elsewhere in Florida,
10% elsewhere in the United States, and the remainder in some other country.

Thirty-eight percent of households with multiple homes anticipate increasing their time spent

locally, and 58% do not anticipate changing the amount of time they spend in Sarasota-Manatee;
only 4% plan on decreasing it.

Table 2.8. Geographic distribution by seasonality

Jewish households Jewish individuals All individuals

Geographic region Seasonal Year-round Seasonal Year-round Seasonal Year-round

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Lakewood Ranch 3 12 4 13 4 12
Coastal Areas/ 56 6 57 16 57 s
Downtown Sarasota
Rest of Sarasota 29 44 2% 45 28 47
County
Rest of Manatee 12 27 13 27 0 %

County

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Jewish Denominations

Denominational affiliation has historically been one of the primary indicators of Jewish identity
and practice. Overall, the largest denomination in Sarasota-Manatee is Reform (46%), followed by
Conservative (24%). Those who indicate they are secular, just Jewish, or have no specific
denomination constitute 27% of Jewish adults (Table 2.9). Consistent with national trends, the
youngest group includes a much larger share of those without a specific denomination (35%0)
compared to all older groups.

The denominational affiliations of Sarasota-Manatee’s Jews are mostly similar to what they were in
2001 (Table 2.10). There are more Jews who identify with the Reform movement and fewer who
do not identify with a denomination than there were 18 years ago. Compared to US Jews overall,
Sarasota-Manatee Jews include a smaller share of Orthodox Jews and a larger share of
Conservative Jews.

Table 2.9. Age by denomination of Jewish adults

Overall Ages 18-49 Ages 50-64 Ages 65-74 Ages

(%) (%) (%) (%) 75+ (%)
Orthodox 2 2 3 I I
Conservative 24 8 12 39 31
Reform 46 54 46 42 40
Other 2 I 6 I I
Secular/Just Jewish 27 35 33 17 27
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Note: “Other” denominations include Reconstructionist, Renewal, Humanistic, and Sephardic, and other responses too
infrequent to warrant their own categories.

Table 2.10. Denomination of Jews in 2019 compared to 2001 and the US Jewish community

Sarasota- Sarasota-
US Jews
Manatee Manatee 2013 (%)
2019 (%) 2001 (%) °
Orthodox 2 2 10
Conservative 24 26 18
Reform 46 37 36
Other 2 n/a 6
Secular/Just Jewish 27 36 30

Total 100 100 100
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Inmarriage and Intermarriage Inmarriage and Intermarriage Definitions

Among all Jewish households in Sarasota-
Manatee, 62% include a couple who is married,
engaged, or partnered. Of these couples, 52% are
inmarried, and 48% are intermarried. Six percent
of couples in Sarasota-Manatee include someone
who converted to Judaism.

Inmarried couples include two partners who
are currently Jewish, regardless of whether
they were born Jewish or converted.

Intermarried couples include one partner
who is currently Jewish and one partner who

Lo . . . 1s not.
The individual intermarriage rate (the proportion

of married Jewish adults with a non-Jewish

spouse) is 32%, lower than the national intermarriage rate of 56%. Despite this relatively low
number, the rate has tripled from 11% in 2001. Regarding individual Jewish adults (Table 2.11),
71% currently have a spouse or partner with whom they live, compared to 73% who were married
or partnered in 2001.

Table 2.1 1. Age of Jewish respondent by inmarriage (Includes engaged couples and partners
who live together)

Overall Ages 18-49 Ages 50-64 Ages 65-74 Ages 75+

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Married/partnered Jewish 71 59 79 83 65
adults (%)

Inmarried 68 4| 59 83 76

Intermarried 32 59 4] 17 24

Total 100 100 100 100 100
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Chapter 3. Patterns of Jewish
Engagement

Just as the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is diverse demographically, so too is there a variety
of types of Jewish identification and means of engagement in Jewish life. Examining the ways in
which Jewish adults not only view, but also enact their Jewish identities is necessary to understand
the population and the ways in which Jewish life in the region can be enhanced. In order to better
understand Jewish life in the area, this chapter presents an “Index of Jewish Engagement,” created
uniquely for the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.

One of the purposes of this Index is to serve as a single metric representing the full range of Jewish
engagement. Throughout the remainder of this report, we present data about individual measures
of Jewish engagement, such as synagogue membership or program participation. A review of all of
these individual measures does not reveal the relationships among them. For example, some
subgroups have high levels of participation in ritual behavior but lower participation in communal
behavior, and other subgroups may have the opposite pattern. How can these subgroups be
compared to one another? The Index presented in this chapter consolidates many of the individual
measures so that the pattern of relationships among the behaviors can be identified. In addition,
the Index creates the opportunity for behavior-based market segmentation. Each group can be
considered separately for identifying interests and unmet needs that will guide the development of
targeted programs and initiatives.

In the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community, we have identified five categories of Jewish
engagement that describe patterns of participation in Jewish life. The chapter explains how these
categories were created and describes the most prevalent Jewish behaviors and attitudes in each

grouping.
Background: Classifications of Jewish Identity

The best-known system to categorize Jewish identity is denominational affiliations. Jewish
denominational categories, at least in the past, closely correlated with measures of Jewish
engagement, including behaviors and attitudes.!’

However, because these labels are self-assigned, their meaning varies from one individual to
another. In addition, an increasing number of Jews do not affiliate with any specific denomination
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(30% of US Jews in 2013).18 Thus, denominational labels are limited in their ability to convey
Jewish behavior and attitudes.

Many Jewish demographic studies, including most recently the Pew study, classify Jewish adults as
either “Jewish by religion” (JBR; they respond that they are “Jewish” when asked about their
religious identity) or “Jews of no religion” (JNR; they consider themselves to be Jewish through
their ethnic or cultural background rather than their religious identity, or they consider themselves
to be Jewish and another religion). These classifications are based primarily on a set of screening
questions that center on religious identity: What is your religion? Do you consider yourself to be
Jewish aside from religion? Were either of your parents Jewish? Were you raised Jewish? For
purposes of this report and comparability with other studies, we used a variant of this set of
classifications for the population estimates shown in Chapter 2.

Although research has shown that Jewish adults who are “JBR” are, overall, more engaged Jewishly
than those who are “JNR,” these classifications are too broad to provide insight about the range of
Jewish behaviors and attitudes within each group. We developed a new set of categories specifically
for this study that are based on behavior rather than self-identification. We refer to these categories
as the Index of Jewish Engagement.

Index of Jewish Engagement How We Developed These Categories

We specifically designed the Index of Jewish
Engagement to identify opportunities for increased
engagement for groups with different needs and
interests.!?

Survey respondents answered questions
about their Jewish behaviors; based on
their responses, we identified the five
primary patterns of behavior that are
presented here. Survey respondents
were not asked to assign themselves to
the groups.

The Index focuses on behaviors—the ways in which
individuals occupy and involve themselves in Jewish
life. Such behaviors are concrete and measurable
expressions of Jewish identity. Behaviors, in many
cases, are correlated with demographic characteristics,
background, and attitudes. Jewish adults’ decisions to
take part in activities may reflect the value and meaning
they find in these activities, the priority they place on
them, the level of skills and resources that enable them
to participate, and the opportunities available and
known to them.

The LCA analysis presented here is
unique to the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
community. Both the set of
classifications and their names are
derived directly from data collected for
this study.

To develop the Index, we selected a range of Jewish behaviors that were included in the survey
instrument. The set of Jewish behaviors used to develop the typology are inclusive of the different
ways—public and private—that contemporary Jews engage with Jewish life. Some of the activities
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are located primarily within institutions (e.g., synagogue membership), while others are home-
based (e.g., Passover seders). These behaviors are classified into four dimensions of Jewish life:
family and home-based practices, ritual practices, personal activities, and organizational
participation. The behavioral measures include:

e Family holiday celebrations: Participating in a Passover seder and lighting Hanukkah
candles. (Family holiday celebrations are practiced by many US Jews for religious and other
reasons, e.g., social, familial, cultural, and ethnic. In contrast to High Holiday services, these
can be practiced at home without institutional affiliation.)

e Ritual practices: Keeping kosher, lighting Shabbat candles or having a Shabbat dinner,
attending religious services, attending High Holiday services, fasting on Yom Kippur.

e Communal activities: Belonging to a synagogue, belonging to a Jewish organization or group,
attending Jewish activities, reading Jewish organization materials, volunteering for Jewish
organizations, donating to Jewish causes.

e Personal activities: Engaging in cultural activities (book, music, TV, museum), studying
Jewish texts, following news about Israel, discussing Jewish topics, eating traditional Jewish
foods, participating in online Jewish groups.

We employed a statistical tool, latent class analysis (LCA),? to cluster similar patterns of behavior
based on respondents’ answers to survey questions. LCA identifies groups of behaviors that
“cluster” together by analyzing patterns of responses. The result of the LCA analysis was the
identification of five unique patterns of Jewish engagement.

Using LCA, each Jewish adult in the community was classified into one of the five engagement
groups according to the pattern that most closely matches the individual’s participation in different
types of Jewish behaviors. For purposes of this report, the names of the engagement groups will
be used to refer to the groups of Jewish adults who most closely adhere to each pattern. The
names of the groups are intended to highlight the behaviors that distinguish each group from the
others.

Patterns of Jewish Engagement

Jewish adults of Sarasota-Manatee can be clustered into one of five groups, each with similar
patterns of behavior. The patterns are summarized in Figure 3.1 and described below. Table 3.1
shows, for each pattern, the level of participation in each of the 17 behaviors that were used to
construct the Index of Jewish Engagement. As shown in Figure 3.1, the groups vary widely in size.
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Figure 3.1 Patterns of Jewish engagement
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Jewish Behaviors and Jewish Engagement

The five patterns differ both in degree and types of engagement with a broad set of Jewish
behaviors. As shown in Table 3.1, the Jewish behaviors across the five engagement patterns vary
widely, but all patterns include at least some behaviors that represent a connection to Jewish life.
The table shows the proportion of people in each engagement group who engage in the listed
behavior. In this table, the darker the box, the higher the proportion of people who engage in that
behavior.

The highest level of engagement is found in the 8% of Jewish adults who are in the “Immersed”
group. Almost all of the listed behaviors are practiced by nearly everyone in that group. On the
other end of the scale, the lowest level of engagement is found in the 41% who are included in the
“Minimally Involved” group. Half or fewer of the members of this group attended Passover
seders or lit Hanukkah candles; in all other groups these activities were nearly universal. The
“Holiday” group is similar to the Minimally Involved group except for their high level of
participation in Passover seders and Hanukkah candle lighting.

Jewish adults in the two remaining groups have moderate levels of Jewish engagement. Those in
the “Personal” group, including 20% of Jewish adults, participate to a high degree in personal
activities, such as reading Jewish books and eating Jewish foods. These activities can be done alone
or with friends and family; they do not require organizational affiliation. In contrast, the 14% of
Jewish adults in the “Communal® group participate in Jewish ritual and communal life
extensively; their participation in personal activities, however, is lower than is the case for the
Personal group.
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Table 3.1. Behaviors of each engagement group

Minimally Involved Holiday ~ Personal Communal  Immersed
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
% of Jewish adults 41 17 20 14 8

Family holidays

Attended seder

Lit Hanukkah Candles
Ritual practices

Ever attended services
Attended High Holiday services
Fasted on Yom Kippur
Keep kosher at home
Ever light Shabbat candles
Ever have Shabbat meal
Communal activities
Synagogue member

Member informal Jewish group

Donated to Jewish organization
(past year)

Volunteered for Jewish organization
(past month)

Attended Jewish program

(past year)

Read Jewish organization’s material
(past year)

Personal activities (past month)
Ate Jewish foods

Discussed Jewish topics
Participated in online Jewish group
Jewish cultural activities

Studied Jewish religious text

Sought Israel news

Legend 0-19% 20-39% 40-59% 60-79% 80-100%
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Demographics and Jewish Engagement

The patterns of engagement are associated with demographic characteristics of respondents.
Tables 3.2, 3.3, and 3.4 show the distribution of selected demographic characteristics within the
Jewish engagement categories. To best understand demographic patterns, it is useful to compare
the distribution of each demographic category within each engagement groups to that of the
overall adult Jewish population, shown in the top row of each table. This comparison indicates
where each engagement group differs from the overall population. See Appendix B for a table
showing the distribution of engagement groups within each demographic characteristic (i.e.,
column totals rather than row totals).

There are some age differences across the engagement groups (Table 3.2). The Personal group
includes the largest proportion of individuals ages 18-49 (30%), and more than half (57%) of the
Immersed group are ages 50-64. The Communal group has the largest share of senior citizens,
with 52% being 75 or older.

The Immersed group has the largest share of married couples (93%; Table 3.3), and, among those
who are married, the largest share who are inmarried (90%). Married couples in the Minimally
Involved group include the smallest share who are inmarried (43%). Over one third (35%) of
those in the Immersed group have children, more than in any other engagement group.

Table 3.2 Age by Jewish engagement

Age 18- Age 50- Age65- Age75+ Total

49 (%) 64 (%) 74 (%) (%) (%)
All Jewish adults 19 26 26 28 100
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 16 33 24 26 100
Holiday 16 16 30 38 100
Personal 30 24 27 19 100
Communal 6 16 26 52 100
Immersed I 57 14 18 100

Table 3.3 Marriage and children by Jewish engagement

Married (%) '“:f‘: :if:i'e%’ '"te’:f‘f::ifr‘i’e%’ Has children (%)
All Jewish adults 71 68 32 14
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 68 43 57 13
Holiday 68 94 6 16
Personal 78 58 42 17
Communal 83 90 10 14

Immersed 93 90 10 35
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The geographic distribution by group is distinct from that of the Jewish population as a whole
(Table 3.4). The Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota area contains disproportionately fewer of the
Minimally Involved category and more of the Immersed. The Rest of Manatee County area has the
largest share of the Personal group. The two highest engagement groups include larger shares of
seasonal residents, including 35% of the Communal and 29% of the Immersed.

Jewish Background and Jewish Engagement

The following tables describe the Jewish identity and Jewish backgrounds of those in each Jewish
engagement category. Tables 3.5, 3.6, and 3.7 show the distribution of selected Jewish identity
characteristics within each Jewish engagement categories (row totals) in comparison to the overall
Jewish adult population (first row). See Appendix B for a table showing the distribution of
engagement groups within each demographic characteristic (i.e., column totals rather than row
totals).

Jewish denomination corresponds closely to Jewish engagement but is not identical (Table 3.5).
About half (51%) of the Minimally Involved Jews have no specific denomination. The Immersed
group is made up of higher proportions of Orthodox (21%) and Conservative (40%) Jews than any
other group, but one third (33%) of its members also come from no specific denomination.

Jewish backgrounds (Table 3.6) are associated with Jewish engagement in adulthood. Large
majorities of all groups were raised by two Jewish parents, including nearly all of the Holiday (96%)
and Immersed (98%) groups.

More than half (54%) of all Jews had some Jewish education in childhood, but only 42% of the
Minimally Involved participated in Jewish education in childhood.

Table 3.4 Residence by Jewish engagement

Coastal Areas/ Rest of Rest of

Lakewood Total Seasonal
Ranch (%) Downtov:n Sarasoota Manat?e ) )
Sarasota (%) County (%) County (%)
All Jewish adults I 20 50 19 100 16
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 14 12 53 21 100 8
Holiday 14 30 41 14 100 24
Personal 13 22 28 37 100 9
Communal 8 33 46 13 100 35

Immersed I 36 40 14 100 29
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Table 3.5 Denomination by Jewish engagement

Denomination Orthodox Conservative Reform Other None Total
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
All Jewish adults 2 24 46 2 27 100
Engagement group
Minimally Involved < 18 30 I 51 100
Holiday < 12 75 2 10 100
Personal 2 26 52 5 15 100
Communal | 19 65 | 14 100
Immersed 21 40 5 I 33 100

Table 3.6 Jewish background by Jewish engagement

Jewish background Parents inmarried Had Jewish education
(%) (%)
All Jewish adults 83 54
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 78 42
Holiday 96 52
Personal 78 57
Communal 87 62

Immersed 98 64
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Attitudes about Being Jewish and Jewish Engagement

Just as Jewish behaviors vary across the engagement groups, so too do attitudes about being
Jewish. The figures below show responses to a set of attitudinal questions that illustrate the
differences among the groups. As is evident from Figure 3.2, nearly all groups consider Judaism to
be a matter of ethnicity and culture. However, the Minimally Involved value the ethnic aspects of
Judaism less strongly than do the other groups, with 56% saying it is “very much” a matter of
ethnicity. About 83%-93% of those in the Immersed, Communal, Personal, and Holiday groups
consider Judaism to be “very much” a matter of culture, compared to half of the Minimally
Involved.

Figure 3.2 Being Jewish is a matter of ethnicity and culture
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Minimally Involved 8% 32% 56%
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All Jewish adults | A5% 23% 71%

2 Minimally Involved 2% 8% 39% 51%

R

O Holiday 6% 93%

Personal M 11% 88%
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Immersed B2k 14% 83%

H Not at all A little M Somewhat ™ Very much
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With respect to the religious aspects of Judaism (Figure 3.3), there are larger differences in the
engagement groups. Larger shares of the Immersed and Communal groups consider Judaism to be
a matter of religion (81% “very much”) along with 67% of the Personal and 69% of the Holiday
Jews. Among the Minimally Involved Jews, 25% say that Judaism is “not at all” a matter of
religion.

Figure 3.3 Being Jewish is a matter of religion

All Jewish adults 14% 22% 56%

Minimally Involved 28% 15% 32%

B Not at all A little M Somewhat M Very much
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To further explore the meaning of being Jewish, respondents were asked about whether various
aspects of Judaism were an essential part of being Jewish to them. In Figure 3.4, these results are
presented for each engagement group. For the two dimensions “Leading a moral and ethical life”
and “Working for justice and equality,” there is notable similarity among all groups. A larger share
of the Immersed group, however, considers each of these aspects of Judaism to be essential.

With regard to the question of whether Judaism is part of daily life (Figure 3.5), there are clear
differences among the engagement groups. Among the Immersed Jews, 89% regard Judaism to be
“very much” part of their daily life; among the Minimally Involved, 24% say Judaism is “not at all”
part of their daily life.

Figure 3.4 Essential aspects of being Jewish
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Figure 3.5 Being Jewish is part of daily life
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Attitudes about Jewish Community

Community connections vary widely across the engagement groups, but, in all cases, connection to
the worldwide Jewish community exceeds connections to the local community (Figure 3.6).
Among the Minimally Involved Jews, 61% do not feel at all connected to the local Jewish
community compared to 21% of the Holiday Jews, 33% of the Personal, 6% of the Communal,
and 2% of the Immersed.

Aside from questions about feelings of connections to the Jewish community, two additional
questions were asked about the importance of community: whether being Jewish is a matter of
community (Figure 3.7) and whether community is an essential part of being Jewish (Figure 3.8).
As with the feeling of connection, a large share of the Immersed group considers Judaism to be
“very much” a matter of community (70%) compared to 15% of Minimally Involved who say
Judaism is “not at all” a matter of community. A similar share, 77%, of the Immersed say
community is an “essential” aspect of being Jewish compared to 33% of the Minimally Involved
who say it is “not at all” important to being Jewish.
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Figure 3.6 Connections to local and worldwide Jewish community
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Figure 3.7 Being Jewish is a matter of community
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Figure 3.8 Community is an essential aspect of being Jewish

All Jewish adults 52% 28%

Minimally Involved 58% 9%
Holiday 61% 36%
Personal 51% 40%
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Feelings of Jewish Peoplehood

Beyond the importance placed on the larger Jewish community, members of the different
engagement groups also feel differently about attachment to other Jews. Neatly all Jews in
Sarasota-Manatee describe having a sense of belonging to the Jewish people and feeling connected
to other Jews, even if they do not know them personally (Figure 3.9). Strong agreement with these
statements, however, differ widely across the groups. While 20% of the Minimally Involved
strongly agree that they have a sense of belonging to the Jewish people, this figure is 58% for the
Holiday, 63% for the Personal and Communal, and 85% for the Immersed. There is even more
variation about feeling connection to other Jews: Only 10% of the Minimally Involved feel
strongly connected to other Jews, compared to 69% of the Immersed.

Nearly all Jews in Sarasota-Manatee say they feel comfortable in a Jewish place of worship, but the
strength of comfort differs between the engagement groups (Figure 3.10). About one third of the
Minimally Involved group strongly agrees that they feel comfortable, as do 60% of the Holiday
and 62% of the Personal groups, and 84% of the Immersed. There is unexpected variation on
feelings of responsibility to take care of Jews in need. Only 9% of the Minimally Involved and
21% of the Holiday groups strongly agree compared to 41% of the Personal, 33% of the
Communal, and 70% of the Immersed groups.
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Figure 3.9 Sense of belonging to Jewish people and feeling connected to other Jews
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Figure 3.10 Being comfortable in Jewish places of worship and feeling responsible to care for

Jews in need
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Chapter 4. Jewish Children

The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is getting younger and includes significantly more
children than it did in 2001, when the last community study was conducted. This chapter focuses
on the choices parents make about how to raise their children and how they take advantage—or
not—of Jewish educational opportunities available in Sarasota-Manatee. The goal is to describe the
landscape of educational programs, including Jewish preschools; formal Jewish education
programs, both part-time and full-time; and informal Jewish education programs, including camp
and youth groups.

Jewish Children

Among the 3,700 children who live in Sarasota-Manatee Jewish households, there are 3,400
children (92% of all children) who are being raised Jewish in some way, either by religion, secularly
ot culturally, or as Jewish and another religion (Table 4.1). Among the remaining children, 100 are
being raised in another religion and 200 are being raised with no religion. Both the total number of
children living in Jewish households and the number being raised Jewish in some way have more
than doubled since 2001, when there were an estimated 1,800 children ages 0-17 in Jewish
households, of whom approximately 1,500 were being raised Jewish in some way.?!

Of all children in Jewish households, 46% are being raised by inmarried parents, 38% by
intermarried parents, and the remainder, 16%, by single parents (Figure 4.1). Among Jewish

Table 4.1. Religion of children in Jewish households

Number Percentage of all children
Jewish by religion 2,600 71%
Secular/culturally Jewish 500 14%
Jewish and another religion 200 7%
Another religion 100 2%
No religion 200 6%

Total 3,700 100%
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Figure 4.1. Marital status of parents of children in Jewish households

B Inmarried
parents

B Intermarried
parents

B Single parents

children (not shown in figure), 50% have inmarried parents, 32% have intermarried parents, and
18% have single parents.

Of Jewish children who have reached bar or bat mitzvah age, 65% have had a bar or bat mitzvah
and 2% expect to have a bar or bat mitzvah in the future.

Religion of Children by Household Characteristics

Overall, 92% of children in Jewish households are being raised Jewish in some way: by religion, as
secular/cultural Jews, or as Jewish and another religion (Table 4.3). All parents who are part of the
Communal and Immersed engagement groups are raising their children Jewish in some way. All
inmarried parents are raising their children Jewish (Figure 4.2), and among children of intermarried
parents, 51% are being raised Jewish in some way (Figure 4.3).

Participation in Jewish Education

Jewish education is provided in the context of Jewish preschools; formal classroom settings, such
as day school and part-time supplementary school; and informal settings, including camp, youth
groups, and peer trips to Israel. Table 4.4 shows the overall numbers of children?? in each form of
Jewish schooling within the past year, and Table 4.5 shows participation in informal Jewish
education during the past two years. The tables also display the proportion of Jewish children who
were enrolled, among Jewish children who are age-eligible to attend that form of Jewish education.
Because the majority of children in Jewish education are being raised Jewish in some way, the
analysis below is restricted to children being raised Jewish in some way. In addition to the data
presented in Tables 4.4 and 4.5, fewer than 100 children not being raised Jewish are participating in
some form of Jewish education, either formal or informal.
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Table 4.3. Children raised Jewish by household characteristics

Raised Jewish in some way (%)

All children in Jewish households 92

Engagement group

Minimally Involved --

Holiday 99
Personal 94
Communal 100
Immersed 100
Region

Lakewood Ranch 93
Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota 98
Rest of Sarasota County 79
Rest of Manatee County 86
Household structure

Inmarried 100
Intermarried 74
Single adult(s) 90
Figure 4.2. Religion raised, children of Figure 4.3. Religion raised, children of
inmarriage intermarriage

W Jewish by religion

M Secular/culturally
Jewish
Jewish and
another religion

® Another religion

H No religion

W Jewish by religion M Secular/culturally Jewish
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Table 4.4. Children in formal Jewish education in the past year

Jewish student enroliment Proportion of age-eligible

(number) Jewish children (%)

Jewish preschool 200 25%
Any Jewish schooling, K-8 300 10%
Part-time school, K-8 200 6%
Day school, K-8 100 4%

Table 4.5. Children in informal education in past two years

Children enrolled

Type of Jewish education (rounded to nearest 100)

% of eligible children

Any informal Jewish education, K-12 1,300 40%
Jewish tutoring/classes, K-12 800 25%
Jewish day camp, K-12 200 5%
Jewish overnight camp. K-12 400 12%
Jewish youth group, 6-12 500 28%
Peer Israel trip, 9-12 100 10%

Of Jewish children who are not yet in kindergarten, 25% were enrolled in a Jewish preschool
program, and 10% of Jewish children in grades K-8 were enrolled in some form of Jewish school
during the 2018-19 academic year. Six percent of Jewish children in grades K-8 are enrolled in part-
time schools. Another 4% of K-8 students are enrolled at the Hershorin Schiff Community Day
School.

For informal Jewish education, including tutoring, youth group, and camp, participation was
measured over the period of the past two years rather than the current year only. Consequently,
rates of participation in informal Jewish education appear to be much higher than in formal Jewish
education. Of Jewish children in grades K-12, 40% participated in at least one form of informal
education experience in the past five years (Table 4.5).

Twenty-five percent of Jewish children participated in some form of Jewish private tutoring and
classes during the past two years. These lessons included activities such as bar or bat mitzvah
tutoring or Hebrew language lessons. Five percent of Jewish children in grades K-12 attended
Jewish day camp, and 12% attended an overnight Jewish camp. Twenty-eight percent of Jewish
children in grades 6-12 participated in a Jewish youth group in the past five years. Ten percent of
Jewish high school students have traveled to Israel on a peer trip.

Among households with at least one child age 12 or younger, 70% receive books from PJ Library
(not shown in table). Another 13% were unaware of the program.
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Chapter 5. Synagogue and Ritual Life

Synagogues have long been the central communal and religious “home” for US Jews, and
membership in a congregation is one of the key ways Jews affiliate with the Jewish community.
Synagogue membership notwithstanding, many Jews participate in rituals on a regular or
intermittent basis at home. Religious and ritual observance constitute one means by which Jews in
Sarasota-Manatee express their Jewish identities.

Levels of reported synagogue membership in Sarasota-Manatee have declined since 2001, and rates
are also lower than that of all US Jews. About half of Sarasota-Manatee synagogue members belong
to a congregation outside of Sarasota-Manatee. The majority of these individuals are seasonal
residents who belong to congregations in the areas of their other homes.

Levels of participation in most Jewish ritual activities in Sarasota-Manatee are similar to those
found in 2001. However, observance of Shabbat candle lighting, religious service attendance, and
keeping kosher are lower than is found among Jews nationally. This finding is consistent with the
relatively small share of Orthodox Jews in the area.

Synagogues and Congregations

In Sarasota-Manatee, 28% of households (approximately 4,700) include someone who belongs to a
synagogue or another Jewish worship community of some type (Table 5.1). This is lower than the
rate in 2001, but due to population growth is actually an increase in the number of households (up
from 3,900). Thirty-one percent of Jewish adults live in synagogue-member households, slightly
lower than the rest of the country (39%). Among those who are not currently synagogue members,
19% were members at a Sarasota-Manatee congregation at some time in the past, and another 36%
were members elsewhere.

Opverall, 16% of households indicate that they belong to at least one congregation in Sarasota-
Manatee (Table 5.1). Twelve percent belong to a congregation outside of Sarasota-Manatee. In
most cases these are seasonal residents, of whom 46% belong to congregations in another
community.
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Of year-round residents, 6% belong to a congregation outside of Sarasota-Manatee; some of these
are in adjacent communities. Less than 1% of households belong to both local and non-local

synagogues (not shown in table).

Synagogue membership is highest among those in the Immersed (85%) and Communal (87%)
groups, followed by 52% of those in the Holiday group. Very few in the Minimally Involved or
Personal groups have joined a congregation. Geographically, rates of overall congregational

Table 5.1. Synagogue membership

Any synagogue member

Local synagogue

Out-of-area
synagogue member

(%) member (%) )
All Jewish households 28 16 12
Engagement groups
Minimally Involved 3 < 3
Holiday 52 23 29
Personal I5 I 5
Communal 87 57 30
Immersed 85 51 34
Region
Lakewood Ranch 27 22 5
Coastal Areas/ 43 18 25
Downtown Sarasota
Rest of Sarasota County 21 14 7
Rest of Manatee County 26 12 13
Age
18-49 22 21 I
50-64 30 19 I
65-74 22 10 12
75+ 33 15 18
Seasonality
Seasonal 57 I 46
Year-round 23 16 6
Marital status
Inmarried 47 24 23
Intermarried I 6 5
Not married 24 16 8
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membership are highest in the Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota region (43%), but the local
congregational membership rate is highest in Lakewood Ranch (22%).

Synagogue affiliation models are no longer limited to “brick-and-mortar” synagogues with a paid
dues structure. Organizations such as Chabad, independent minyanin and havurot, and High Holiday
congregations have grown in popularity, and voluntary contributions have replaced dues in some
congregations.??

Among synagogue member households, 42% are dues-paying members of local brick-and-mortar
synagogues, representing 12% of all households (Table 5.2). In addition, 2% of member
households consider themselves to be members of local brick-and-mortar synagogues but do not
pay dues there. Alternative congregational structures that Sarasota-Manatee households affiliate
with include Chabad (8% of member households) and a inyan ot havurah (5% of member
households). Three percent of local member households belong to multiple synagogues or worship
groups; in all, under 1% of member households belong to a brick-and-mortar synagogue and an
alternative (not shown in table).

Among households who are members of local brick-and-mortar synagogues, 23% are members of
Conservative congregations, 71% are members of Reform congregations, and 7% are members of
synagogues of other denominations (for example, Renewal or Reconstructionist) or no
denomination (Table 5.3).

Congregation Types

“Brick-and-mortar” synagogue: Typically has its own building, a conventional dues/
membership structure, professional clergy, and programs or amenities commonly available in
synagogues (e.g., Hebrew school). Usually appeals to a relatively narrow range of the
denominational spectrum.

Independent minyan or havurah: May lack its own building, conventional dues/membership
structure, professional clergy, and/or amenities commonly available in synagogues.

High Holiday congregation: Meets only on the High Holidays.
Chabad: Typically has its own building, professional clergy, and programs or amenities

commonly available in synagogues. Usually does not have a conventional dues/membership
structure. Draws from across the denominational spectrum.



52

2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Community Study

Table 5.2 Household membership in congregations of different types (synagogue member

households only)

Local bri:‘:(;i::; Local bri::‘(::::; in deper:-t;’ec:tl
synagogue, pays synagogue, no Local Chabad (%) minyan ar;’ ::EI;
dues (%) dues (%) congregation (%)
ST 2 2 : :
Engagement groups
Minimally Involved 42 2 5 8
Holiday 42 <| I I
Personal 28 2 27 13
Communal 56 3 2 6
Immersed 30 5 7 19
Region
Lakewood Ranch 54 5 25 <l
Coastal Areas/
Downtown 34 2 3 3
Sarasota
;R:e;s:n?c; Sarasota 50 | 8 8
(R;s:n:; Manatee 35 | 4 9
Age
18-49 65 5 9 16
50-64 41 I 8 13
65-74 40 <l 2 5
75+ 35 3 5 3
Seasonality
Seasonal I5 2 I I
Year-round 53 2 8 10
Marital status
Inmarried 41 3 5 2
Intermarried 34 < 9 10
Not married 45 | 10 10
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Table 5.3 Denomination of local brick-and-mortar synagogues

Percentage of brick-and-mortar
synagogue households

Conservative 23
Reform 71
Other denomination, nondenominational 7

Synagogue Participation

Sixty-two percent of Jewish adults attended services at least once in the past year, and 17%
attended a service monthly or more (Table 5.4). Forty-three percent of Jewish adults attended High
Holiday services. Neatly all synagogue members attended services, but almost half (46%) of non-
members still attended at least once over the last year.

Ritual Practices

The majority of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish adults mark Jewish holidays over the course of the year,
with 68% attending a Passover seder and 80% lighting Hanukkah candles (Table 5.5). Passover and
Hanukkah celebrations are nearly universal among the Immersed, Communal, Personal, and
Holiday engagement groups but less frequent among members of the Minimally Involved group. In
contrast, Shabbat candle-lighting and Shabbat meal attendance are widespread among those in the
Immersed group but less frequent for all other groups. Just over half of Jewish adults fasted on
Yom Kippur (51%). That figure includes 92% of Immersed Jews, and majorities of Communal and
Holiday Jews. Strong majorities (89-98%) of Holiday, Personal, Communal, and Immersed Jews
have a mezuzah somewhere in their home, compared to 35% of Minimally Involved Jews.
Relatively few Jews in Sarasota-Manatee keep kosher at home.

Compared to 2001, similar proportions of Jews in the community “usually” or “always” light
Shabbat candles, more keep kosher at home, and slightly lower proportions attend religious
services “ever” or “monthly” (Table 5.6). Compared to US Jews as a whole, Sarasota-Manatee Jews
are about as likely to fast during Yom Kippur but attend services slightly less frequently; they light
Shabbat candles at lower rates than the national Jewish community.
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Table 5.4 Synagogue participation

Ever attended
services (%)

Attended services
monthly + (%)

Attended during High
Holidays (%)

All Jewish adults 62

Engagement groups

Minimally Involved 6
Holiday 100
Personal 80
Communal 100
Immersed 100
Region

Lakewood Ranch 58
Coastal Areas/Downtown 73
Sarasota

Rest of Sarasota County 54
Rest of Manatee County 74
Age

18-49 76
50-64 56
65-74 57
75+ 63
Seasonality

Seasonal 85
Year-round 59
Marital status

Inmarried 69
Intermarried 43
Not married 66
Synagogue membership

Non-member 46
Member 99

17

16

60
86

24

17
14

26
13
19

28
16

25

12

46

43

<
94
27
99
99

42

59

42
33

37
42
36
56

72
39

58
15
4]

22

91
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Table 5.5 Ritual practice

Attend Light Everlight Ever have

Passover Hanukkah Shabbat Shabbat Fast?d on Have Keep
. . . . Yom Kippur mezuzah kosher at
seder in candles in candles in meal in .
. . lass year in home home
typical typical pastyear pastyear (%) %) )
year (%) year (%) (%) (%) > i b
All Jewish 68 80 39 44 51 70 7
adults
Engagement groups
Minimally 41 50 6 19 19 35 3
Involved
Holiday 80 91 32 16 75 95 <l
Personal 94 95 72 72 49 89
Communal 97 99 75 93 69 98 3
Immersed 100 100 99 100 92 98 40
Region
Lakewood 63 67 3 40 53 60 12
Ranch
Coastal
Areas/
83 89 40 53 60 84 5
Downtown
Sarasota
Rest of
Sarasota 60 80 32 39 55 68 9
County
Rest of
Manatee 73 74 51 48 37 71 3
County
Age
18-49 64 86 36 51 56 64 16
50-64 78 8l 42 53 46 63 4
65-74 64 78 27 32 56 76 7
75+ 63 74 42 4] 53 75 3
Seasonality
Seasonal 91 88 50 57 68 86 8
Year-round 63 78 35 4] 50 69 7
Marital status
Inmarried 78 90 44 49 65 88 7
Intermarried 53 64 27 36 23 52 <|
Not married 6l 73 34 4] 54 55 14
Synagogue membership
Non-member 58 72 25 33 43 59 6
Member 89 95 63 66 74 96 |

*Among those who did not fast are 17% of Jewish adults who could not do so for medical reasons.
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Table 5.6 Jewish adult ritual practice in Sarasota-Manatee 2019, Sarasota-Manatee 2001, and

Pew 2013

Sarasota-Manatee

Sarasota-Manatee

Pew 2013 (%)

2019 (%) 2001 (%)
Shabbat candles
Never 6l 63 53
Sometimes 24 21 24
Usually 7 5 6
Always 8 12 16
Religious service attendance
Never 38 32 22
Less than monthly 45 43 55
Monthly or more 17 25 23
Other rituals
Keep a kosher home 7 3 22
Have a mezuzah 70 69 -
Fasted during Yom Kippur* 51 -- 53

*This proportion excludes those who could not fast for medical reasons.



2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Community Study

57

Chapter 6. Social and Communal
Life

The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community offers diverse avenues for communal participation. Jews
join local, regional, and national membership organizations and attend an array of cultural,
educational, and religious events. They volunteer and donate their time to Jewish and non-Jewish
causes. Through their participation, they make Jewish friends and strengthen their ties to the local
community.

Jewish life also includes informal or personal involvement with Jewish friends and community
members. The vast majority of Jews in Sarasota-Manatee have at least some close Jewish friends,
and almost seven in ten say at least half of their closest friends are Jewish. Consequently, there are
many opportunities to talk about Jewish topics, eat Jewish foods, and participate in Jewish cultural
activities on their own or with friends.

This chapter describes the multiple ways in which Jews in Sarasota-Manatee interact and participate
with their local peers and institutions and points to measures that can enhance these connections.

Jewish Organizations

Sarasota-Manatee Jews participate in a wide range of Jewish organizations and activities. Nineteen
percent of Jewish households say they pay dues to a local Jewish organization other than a
synagogue. In addition, 15% of households participated in at least one local Chabad program
(Table 6.1), including 33% of households where the head of household is younger than age 50. In
addition to formal membership organizations, 10% of Jewish households say they belong to an
informal or grassroots group in Sarasota-Manatee, such as a Jewish book club.

The local Jewish organizations to which Sarasota-Manatee households pay dues include women’s
groups like Hadassah (3%), the Brandeis National Committee (2%), and ORT (2%). Additionally,
12% of households pay dues to organizations like the National Council of Jewish Women, AIPAC,
the American Jewish Committee, the Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida, and a
variety of other organizations.
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Table 6.1. Household memberships

Pays dues to local Jewish Participates in local Member of local
organization (%) Chabad (%) Jewish group (%)

All Jewish households 19 15 10
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 5 3 2
Holiday 28 13 5
Personal 23 32 I
Communal 37 23 39
Immersed 38 47 29
Region
Lakewood Ranch 22 17 18
ol 23 z 7
Fézs:n:; Sarasota 14 13 10
Ezs:nzi Manatee 21 18 y
Head of household age
18-49 3 33 8
50-64 17 13 12
65-74 18 15 I
75+ 25 10 9
Seasonality
Seasonal 16 17 7
Year-round 19 15 I
Marital status
Inmarried 22 23 14
Intermarried 6 17 5

Not married 26 8 |
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Jewish and Non-Jewish Programs

Sarasota-Manatee Jewish adults interact with local organizations sponsored by both the Jewish and
general communities. Over the last year, about one quarter (24%) only attended a non-Jewish
program or event, 14% only attended a Jewish program or event, and 19% attended both (Figure
6.1). Additionally, 42% did not attend any programs over the past year (not shown in figure).

Among those who attended programs, the plurality of participants only engaged with non-Jewish
organizations (24% “ever” and 19% “monthly”). However, more Jewish adults in Sarasota-Manatee
read materials from both Jewish and non-Jewish organizations, rather than from one or the other.
Forty-three percent read materials from Jewish and non-Jewish organizations in the last year. This
compares to 12% of Jewish adults who read only non-Jewish organizational material, and 24% who
read only Jewish material.

Two thirds of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish adults read material from at least one local Jewish
organization in the past year, and 43% read this type of material at least once a month (Table 6.2).
About one third (34%) attended at least one Jewish-sponsored program, activity, or class in
Sarasota-Manatee. Nearly half of those individuals, 16%, attended a program on the campus of the
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Figure 6.1. Involvement in Sarasota-Manatee Jewish and non-Jewish organizations

£
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Table 6.2. Involvement in Sarasota-Manatee Jewish organizations

Read material

Attend program

Attend program at

JFSM

Ever (%) Monthly (%) Ever (%) Monthly (%) Ever (%)  Monthly (%)
All Jewish adults 67 43 34 12 16 6
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 48 6 12 2 2 <
Holiday 68 38 44 15 31 4
Personal 94 73 41 9 15 2
Communal 98 79 65 33 36 12
Immersed 82 72 67 50 28 5
Region
Lakewood Ranch 36 I5 63 24 14 2
g;zzzlaAreas/ Downtown 44 17 71 49 28 4
Rest of Sarasota County 32 I 65 43 15 7
Rest of Manatee County 27 10 71 49 13 3
Head of household age
18-49 6l 35 43 8 25 14
50-64 59 35 31 14 9 2
65-74 74 50 35 13 18 2
75+ 73 49 25 12 15 4
Seasonality
Seasonal 72 43 33 9 15 4
Year-round 67 44 34 13 18 6
Marital status
Inmarried 79 54 4| 17 21 3
Intermarried 68 35 24 3 6 <l
Not married 46 32 29 14 19 13
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Two thirds of the Immersed group attended a Jewish program in the past year, and half attended at
least once per month. Jewish adults in the Communal group engaged in Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
organizations primarily in other ways. Nearly all of them, 98%, read an organization’s material in
the past year, and 79% read material monthly. Additionally, 36% attended a Jewish program on the
Federation’s campus.

Among the Jewish adults with multiple homes, 38% attended at least one program in their other
community, compared to 28% who attended in Sarasota-Manatee (not shown in table). More than
three quarters, 78%, read the material of a Jewish organization based in their other home
community, similar to the 76% who read material from Sarasota-Manatee Jewish organizations.

Travel Time to Jewish Programs

Only 16% of Jewish adults say they are unwilling to travel to a Jewish program or activity (Table
0.3). While only 14% are willing to go longer than one hour, more than half (58%) say they are
willing to travel at least 20 minutes, and 80% are willing to go over 10 minutes.

Sources of Information

About half of the community says they learn about Jewish events and programs from online
sources (51%; Table 6.4). Forty-three percent are informed by the Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, and 41% learn about events from family or friends. Thirty-eight percent say they find out
about programs from The Jewish News or another Jewish periodical, and about one third (32%) learn
about programs from newsletters sent by Jewish organizations. Thirty percent learn about events
and programs from non-Jewish local media.

Table 6.3. Travel time for Jewish programs (note: total adds to more than 100% because re-
sponses are cumulative)

Amount of time All Jewish adults (%)
Over one hour 14
Over 40 minutes 25
Over 20 minutes 58
Over 10 minutes 80
10 minutes or less 84

Not willing to travel 16
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Table 6.4. Sources of Information (note: total adds to more than 100% because multiple
sources can be selected)

Source of information All Jewish adults (%)
Online 51
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 43
Family or friends 41
The Jewish News of Sarasota-Manatee or other Jewish periodical 38
Synagogue or organization newsletter 32
Non-Jewish local media 30

Volunteering

In the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community, 38% of Jewish adults say they engaged in some
volunteer activity in the past month (Table 6.5). Of Jewish adults, 29% volunteered for a local non-
Jewish organization in the past month, and 16% volunteered for a local Jewish organization. For
Jewish organizations, 14% volunteered in a leadership role, and 12% volunteered in another type of
role. Among those with second homes, 8% had leadership roles in Jewish organizations in the
other community, and 10% volunteered as participants there (not shown in table).

When it comes to organizational and volunteer activity, Sarasota-Manatee Jews support a variety of
causes (Table 6.6). Half (51%) say social justice is very important; a smaller share say that arts and
culture (46%) and education (42%) are very important. Thirty-seven percent say Israel is very
important, and 29% say sports and wellness.

Other causes frequently cited as important included US politics, the environment, health issues,
music, science, and promoting Jewish and Hebrew literacy.

Philanthropy

Within the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community, 80% of households (and 82% of Jewish adults)
report making a charitable contribution in the past year (Table 6.7). Almost two in three (65%)
gave to at least one Jewish organization, representing 81% of donor households. Thirty-seven
percent of Jewish households gave to organizations that primarily serve the Jewish community of
Sarasota-Manatee.

Among those who donated to Jewish organizations, the types of organizations that received
donations varied. Forty-two percent of those who donated to a Jewish organization gave to a
Jewish congregation, representing 19% of all Jewish adults. (Table 6.8).
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Table 6.5. Volunteering in Sarasota-Manatee
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Type of organization

Role at Jewish organization

All Jewish adults
Engagement group
Minimally Involved
Holiday

Personal
Communal
Immersed

Region

Lakewood Ranch

Coastal Areas/
Downtown Sarasota

Rest of Sarasota
County
Rest of Manatee
County

Age

18-49

50-64

65-74

75+
Seasonality
Seasonal
Year-round
Marital status
Inmarried
Intermarried

Not married

Any volunteering
(*%)

38

23
47
34
55

33

43
77

50

45

33
30
45
41

30

40

60
49

47

Non-Jewish
(%)

29

23
39
32
33

24
29

27

34

30
23
24
35

28

29

23
29
38

Any Jewish
(%)

16

20

40

25

26
75

31

23

51
32

21

Leadership
(%)

14

35

21

Other
(%)

12

25
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Table 6.6. Very important causes of interest

Social justice Arts & culture Education Israel  Sports & wellness
(%) (%) %) (%) (%)

All Jewish adults 51 46 42 37 29
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 50 41 32 21 22
Holiday 41 35 28 20 42
Personal 58 53 59 59 26
Communal 35 58 56 40 37
Immersed 25 62 44 83 30
Region
Lakewood Ranch 28 17 28 27 32
SN 2 oo w3 Y
E‘:}n‘z; Sarasota 53 44 36 34 33
Efjn‘i; Manatee 57 57 57 55 21
Age
18-49 62 50 43 34 17
50-64 52 51 40 46 28
65-74 63 39 54 41 39
75+ 32 37 29 26 37
Seasonality
Seasonal 49 60 53 38 37
Year-round 52 42 40 37 30
Marital status
Inmarried 50 44 44 40 35
Intermarried 53 42 49 35 28
Not married 52 47 31 34 26
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Table 6.7. Philanthropy

Any donation Any Jewish donation Any Sarasota-Manatee
(%) (%) Jewish donation (%)

All Jewish households 80 65 37
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 67 41 13
Holiday 92 82 43
Personal 92 84 57
Communal 97 97 68
Immersed 94 94 63
Region
Lakewood Ranch 62 52 32
gatzzzlaAreas/ Downtown 9% 8| 48
Rest of Sarasota County 73 60 27
Rest of Manatee County 8l 63 39
Age
18-49 68 44 30
50-64 79 56 34
65-74 82 69 34
75+ 8l 76 39
Seasonality
Seasonal 97 85 27
Year-round 76 60 37
Marital status
Inmarried 95 82 4]
Intermarried 8l 56 31

Not married 65 55 34
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Table 6.8. Donors to types of Jewish organizations

Donated to Jewish organizations,

Type of organization of donors only (%)

All Jewish adults (%)

Jewish congregation (other than dues) 42 19
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 29 13
Jewish-sponsored social service agency 14 7
Jewish-sponsored social justice organization 7 3
Jewish school or camp 6 3
Other Jewish organization 12 5

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee received donations from 29% of Jewish-organization
donors, or 13% of all Jewish adults. Additionally, 36% of Jewish adults made donations to artistic
and cultural organizations in Sarasota-Manatee, sponsored by both the general and Jewish
communities.

Respondents were asked to list the names of other Jewish organizations to which they had donated
in the past year. Fifty listed one or more nonprofit groups, with 37 unique groups named. Chabad,
named by ten respondents, was the most frequently cited additional organization to which
respondents had donated.

Among those who donated to a Jewish organization who also have a second home, 38% donated
to the Jewish Federation of that other community. Twenty-four percent of seasonal residents
donated to the Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, compared to 12% of year-round residents.

Opverall, 17% of Jews say they plan to increase their giving in the coming year, either to Jewish or
non-Jewish organizations; 78% plan on maintaining their giving levels; and only 5% expect to
decrease their giving.

Informal Involvement in the Jewish Community

Community engagement is closely tied to personal connections and friendships among Jews. The
vast majority (89%) of Jews in Sarasota-Manatee have at least some close Jewish friends, and 51%
report that at least half of their closest friends are Jewish (Figure 6.2, Table 6.9). Ninety-five
percent of the Immersed group say that half or more of their close friends are Jewish, reflecting
their deep engagement in the Jewish community, but even 31% of the Minimally Involved group
say that half or more of their close friends are Jewish.

Jewish social ties run deepest in the Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota region, where 72% of
Jewish adults say at least half of their close friends are Jewish. About one quarter (24%) of Jewish
adults under age 50 say half of their closest friends are Jewish, compared to 53-64% of Jewish
adults ages 50 and older.
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Figure 6.2. Jewish friends

Overall 16% 35%

Minimally Involved 10% 21%

e Holiday PR TR o 3% |
: Personal
;f'; Communal 1% 29% 60%
2 Immersed
Lakewood Ranch
p Soal el
& 7 Restof Sarsso
© Restof Manatee s TSI % 20%
18-49
50-64
% 64.74
75+ PRI e 9% |
> Seasonal <1 28% 55%
E Year-round
:
3
married < I I
: termarried
E N—

B None H Some B About half B Most or all

Question: “How many of the people you consider to be your closest friends are Jewish?”
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Table 6.9. At least half of closest friends are Jewish

Half or more of closest friends are
Jewish (%)

All Jewish adults 51
Engagement group

Minimally Involved 31
Holiday 51
Personal 50
Communal 89
Immersed 95
Region

Lakewood Ranch 50
Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota 72
Rest of Sarasota County 49
Rest of Manatee County 35
Age

18-49 24
50-64 53
65-74 64
75+ 55
Seasonality

Seasonal 83
Year-round 45
Marital status

Inmarried 73
Intermarried 2]
Not married 35

Informal and Cultural Activities

Informal and cultural activities include Jewish activities that are not necessarily sponsored by
Jewish organizations, such as eating Jewish foods, discussing Jewish topics, and studying Jewish
texts (Tables 6.10a, 6.10b).

Opverall, 85% of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish adults indicate that they ate Jewish foods outside of
Shabbat or festive meals, including neatly all of those in the Immersed group (98%) and the
Personal group (95%). Notably, 84% of the Minimally Involved group also ate Jewish foods, one
of the few Jewish activities that a large majority of this group does. Of all Jewish adults, 84%
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discussed Jewish topics in the past month, while 29% discussed these topics weekly or more. About
half of the Jewish community (51%) engaged in a Jewish cultural activity, such as attending Jewish
theatre productions or reading Jewish books.

Nearly one quarter (22%) of the Jewish community studied a Jewish religious text, including 88%

of the Immersed group. Fighteen percent of Jewish adults participated in an online Jewish group,
such as on social media platforms.

Table 6.10a. Participation in informal and cultural activities in past month

Eat Jewish foods Discuss Jewish topics Engage in Jewish culture

Ever (%)  Weekly + (%) Ever (%)  Weekly + (%)  Ever (%) Weekly + (%)

All Jewish adults 85 28 84 29 51 12
Engagement group

Minimally Involved 84 14 67 4 18 2
Holiday 58 6 77 I 39 0
Personal 95 48 99 57 86 23
Communal 93 20 99 29 87 17
Immersed 98 84 99 94 95 63
Region

Lakewood Ranch 91 28 75 18 39 4
Downtonn Sarasora 70 2 8 S 8
E:fn‘:; Sarasota 90 26 8l 30 ) 9
E:fn‘:; Manatee 85 32 92 35 68 18
Age

18-49 90 19 88 37 47 6
50-64 84 40 82 35 51 25
65-74 82 29 83 30 39 4
75+ 86 21 82 19 55 I
Seasonality

Seasonal 78 17 84 26 63 I5
Year-round 86 30 84 30 47 I
Marital status

Inmarried 83 32 84 34 48 I
Intermarried 85 25 71 27 45 I

Not married 89 22 93 23 52 12
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Table 6.10b. Participation in informal and cultural activities in past month

Jewish text study

Online Jewish group

Ever (%) Weekly + (%)
All Jewish adults 22 6
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 4 0
Holiday 8 <
Personal 45 7
Communal 28 5
Immersed 88 54
Region
Lakewood Ranch 23 5
Coastal Areas/Downtown
Sarasota 7 7
Rest of Sarasota 17 6
Rest of Manatee 34 7
Age
18-49 31 5
50-64 32 I5
65-74 13 3
75+ I I
Seasonality
Seasonal 18 8
Year-round 21 6
Marital status
Inmarried 24 8
Intermarried 22 5
Not married I5 3

Ever (%)
I8

43
20
59

22

12
34

31
24
10

18
18

Weekly + (%)
6

12

35

16
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Among Sarasota-Manatee Jews who are old enough to have lived during the Holocaust, 5% are
survivors or refugees from Nazism. Just 2% of households include a survivor.

Members of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community are concerned about antisemitism, but that
worty is more directed at the national (79%) than the local level (40%; Table 6.11). Older Jews are
more concerned about antisemitism nationally than are younger Jews, but all age groups have
similar levels of concern in Sarasota-Manatee.

Table 6.1 1. Concerned about antisemitism, very much

United States (%)

Sarasota-Manatee (%)

All Jewish adults
Engagement group
Minimally Involved
Holiday

Personal
Communal
Immersed

Region

Lakewood Ranch

Coastal Areas/Downtown
Sarasota

Rest of Sarasota
Rest of Manatee
Age

18-49

50-64

65-74

75+

Seasonality
Seasonal
Year-round
Marital status
Inmarried
Intermarried

Not married

79

73
80
83
85
75

70

78

78
83

55
79
83
89

84
77

8l
75
74

40

29
31
53
32
51

27

40

38
51

38
40
43
37

32
4]

39
41
39
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More than one quarter (27%) of Sarasota- o .
Manatee Jews said they personally experienced Table 6.12. Types of antisemitic experiences

antisemitism in the past three years. -
P Y Type of experience  Number of respondents

Respondents who encountered antisemitism

were asked to describe their experiences, and IConlwments I‘I‘i
171 respondents did so. The most frequent nsults ,

. Microaggressions 28
types of occurrences (cited by at least 20 Other 95

respondents) are listed in Table 6.12, along with
the number of respondents who mentioned
each experience. The “other” category includes small numbers of respondents who indicated they
had experienced antisemitic stereotypes; vandalism; discrimination at work, in volunteer settings, in
housing, or in making healthcare arrangements for themselves or family members; jokes or memes,
both in person and over the internet; BDS or other anti-Israel advocacy they perceived as
antisemitic; Holocaust denial or minimization; physical threats or assaults; political antisemitism,
from both the right and the left; and other antisemitic experiences.

The most common categories of antisemitic experiences were antisemitic comments made in either
a conversational or aggressive tone, insults, and microaggressions (i.e., brief and commonplace
verbal, behavioral, or environmental indignities, whether intentional or unintentional, that
communicate hostile, derogatory, or negative slights or insults to a target person or group based on
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or religion?¥). Below are a few examples of antisemitic
comments that some respondents described. Most incidents were relatively minor, including subtle
actions that convey distaste for Jews or unintentional slights. For example:

Meeting new people. .. we are aware of their response to our last nane.

Friends were debating dinner plans. They huddled in a corner excluding me and then asked me very meekly,
shyby, if I would object going to a German restanrant.

Several respondents described insulting or derogatory language directed toward Jews in general or
specific Jewish individuals:

The director of a cultural organization called the people (s/ he) had just been to lunch with ‘a bunch of loud,
New York Jews.”

Just a couple of minor incidents where someone used the phrase ‘Jewed’ rather than cheated. Ex. ‘I got Jewed
on that deal.’

I was called a Jew by a waitress |at a particular restanrant] becanse 1 did not give her my pen.
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Many of the comments depicted a general attitude of wanting to exclude or scare Jews away from
public, social, or professional spaces:

A neighbor told other neighbors they should not speak to me becanse I'm Jewish.

At work, one of the heads of the department... told me I shouldn’t be working becanse I don’t need the
money becanse I'm Jewish.

Some respondents noted examples of discrimination and lack of accommodation for religious

observance:
When 1 take off for the High Holidays at work, there is cynicism and scoffing.

[Holiday decorations at grandchildren’s school] are very Christmasy. We were told they are seasonal...We
asked why [grandechild’s] photo was taken with a Santa hat on... when [grandchild] made a fuss saying be
was Jewish.

I lost a job |for eating Jewish food).
My neighbor complained about my sukkah.

In some cases, respondents described conduct illustrating that their neighbors do not welcome Jews

in the community:
People have screamed antisemitic siurs at me and my family, walking home from synagogue on Shabbat.

[My neighbor asked], ‘Why baven't you put up your Christmas decorations?’ 1 said, 1'm Jewish.” She
crossed her arms, tilted ber head to the side, and said ‘I'm sorry you're Jewish.’

[In school], a kid threw beans with swastikas drawn on them and told [my child] all Jews should have
burned in the crematorinms.

Several respondents also noted incidents of antisemitic vandalism in the community, such as
swastikas painted on the walls of a synagogue, the Federation, or a house. Two explicitly noted the
attack on the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh on October 27, 2018.2
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Chapter 7. Connections to Israel

The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community has strong ties to Israel, grounded in religious, cultural,
and familial connections. Sarasota-Manatee Jews travel to Israel at higher rates than most Jews in
the United States, feel very connected to Israel, and closely follow news about Israel on a regular
basis.

Travel and Emotional Connection to Israel

Among Sarasota-Manatee Jewish adults, 56% have been to Israel at least once (Figure 7.1; Table
7.1). This includes 28% of Jewish adults who have been to Israel only once, 19% who have visited
more than once, and 8% who are Israeli citizens or have lived in Israel at some point. The Sarasota-
Manatee rate of travel represents a substantially higher proportion than among US Jews in general,
of whom, as of 2013, 43% had been to Israel.26 The engagement group with the greatest proportion
of members who have been to Israel is the Communal group (85%), followed by the Immersed
group (71%).

Consistent with the high level of travel to Israel is the community’s strong emotional attachment to
Israel (Figure 7.2; Table 7.1). Overall, 89% of Jewish adults feel at least “somewhat connected” to
Israel, and 40% feel “very connected.” The strongest connections to Israel are found among the
Immersed group (96% very much). Neatly all of the Communal and Personal Jews feel a
connection to Israel to “some extent.”

Travel and emotional connection to Israel are deeply linked. As seen in Figure 7.1, those with
stronger emotional connections to Israel are more likely to have traveled to Israel and visited more
often. About three quarters (76%) of those who feel “very much” connected to Israel have been
there, compared to 18% who are “not at all” connected. Those who have been to Israel feel more
strongly about it, with just over half who have gone once (52%) or multiple times (55%) feeling
“very much” connected, compared to the 78% of Israelis and former residents of Israel.
Meanwhile, only about one quarter (24%) of Jews who have never been to Israel feel “very much”
connected to Israel.

Aside from travel to Israel, Jews from Sarasota-Manatee connect to Israel through their family and
friends who live there. One third of Jewish adults indicate that they have relatives in Israel, and
another quarter have friends living there (not shown in table).
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Figure 7.1. Frequency of Israel travel

All Jewish adults 19% 8%
Minimally Involved
Holiday
Personal 15% 49

Communal
Immersed
Not at all

A little / somewhat
Very much

B Never HOnce BMultiple visits B lsraeli/ lived there

Engagement groups

Emotional
connection to Israel

Question: “How many times, if any, have you been to Israel?”
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Figure 7.2. Emotional connection to Israel

All Jewish adults 21% 28% 40%
Minimally Involved 33% 25% 22%

g Holiday 21% 26% 39%
oo
5 Personal 2% 10% 31% 57%
:
ugjo Communal 15% 35% 46%
Immersed 4% 96%

Never 27% 29% 24%
2
b Once 2% 16% 30% 52%
[e]
E Multiple visits 3% 20% 22% 55%
'_

Israeli / lived there 7/ 10% &3 78%

® Not at all A little M Somewhat M Very much

Question: “To what extent do you feel a connection to Israel?”

Types of Israel Travel

Overall, 20% of Jewish adults have traveled with a Jewish organization on a mission or other
sponsored trip to Israel (Table 7.2). Adults who have traveled to Israel on an educational or
volunteer program represent 6% of the population. Educational or volunteer trips, long-term trips,
and business travel represent a small portion of Israel visits.

Among the adults who are young enough to have participated on a Birthright Israel trip (i.e., those
ages 47 and younger), 11% have participated (not shown in table).
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Table 7.1. Travel and emotional connection to Israel

Ever been to
Israel (%)

Any connection to
Israel (%)

Very connected to
Israel (%)

All Jewish adults
Engagement groups
Minimally Involved
Holiday

Personal

Communal

Immersed

Region

Lakewood Ranch
Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota
Rest of Sarasota County
Rest of Manatee County
Age

18-49

50-64

65-74

75+

Seasonality

Seasonal

Year-round

Marital status

Inmarried

Intermarried

Not married

Emotional connection to Israel
Not at all

A little / somewhat
Very much

Travel to Israel

Never

Once

Multiple visits

Lived in Israel

56

34
58
64
85
71

50
82
48
55

42
50
72
55

82
51

69
34
47

18
48
76

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a

89

80
86
98
96
100

87
93
87
96

84
89
96
88

98
88

96
82
85

n/a
n/a

n/a

80
98
97
92

40

22
39
57
46
96

37
53
35
51

23
44
53
40

47
40

53
26
35

n/a
n/a

n/a

24
52
55
78
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Federation/ org.

Education/

Long-term trip

Business trip

mission (%) volunteer (%) (%) (%)
All Jewish adults 20 6 6 4
Engagement group
Minimally Involved 10 2 I 6
Holiday 25 5 4 I
Personal 17 8 9 2
Communal 32 I5 9 8
Immersed 20 14 25 5
Region
Lakewood Ranch 12 4 8 2
Downconn Swasot d 3 o :
Rest of Sarasota County I5 5 4 5
Rest of Manatee County 19 3 4 2
Age
18-49 19 5 8 I
50-64 9 7 9 5
65-74 18 5 4 4
75+ 25 5 I 5
Seasonality
Seasonal 18 3
Year-round 21 7 8 6
Marital status
Inmarried 19 8 7 3
Intermarried 6 4 5 9
Not married 27 4 3 I
Emotional connection to Israel
Not at all 4 3 6 I
A little / somewhat 20 4 2 5
Very much 21 9 10 3
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News about Israel

Seventy-seven percent of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish adults sought out news about Israel at least
once in the previous month, 27% sought out news at least weekly but less than daily, and 19%
sought out news about Israel at least once per day (Figure 7.3). The Immersed group follows Israel
news most closely, as do those who feel very much connected to Israel or who have traveled to
Israel multiple times or lived there.

Figure 7.3. Sought news about Israel during past month

All Jewish adults 31%
Minimally Involved 36%
Holiday 35%
Communal 24% 44% 18%
immersed [{8%
Not at all 58%
A little / somewhat 34%
Very much - [I8%
Never 33%
Once 29%
Multiple visits 28%
Israeli / lived there 23%

Less than weekly =~ B At |east weekly, less than daily B At least daily

Engagement groups

Emotional
connection to
Israel

Travel to Israel

Question: “Over the past month, how often did you seek out news about Israel?”
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Chapter 8. Financial Well-Being and
Health Needs

Jewish organizations in Sarasota-Manatee allocate a significant share of resources toward caring for
families and individuals in need. The relative affluence of the community has provided sufficient
resources to meet the needs of many. Nevertheless, it is clear that there are some unmet needs in
the community.

Similar to the US Jewish population as a whole, the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is highly
educated and relatively affluent. The vast majority of households describe themselves as living
comfortably or better. Nevertheless, there are a significant number of households with unmet
financial and health needs, including some that have financial situations limiting their participation
in Jewish life.

Many Jewish households also include someone whose activity is limited by a health condition, in
some cases limiting participation in Jewish life. Some households report that they need health-
related services but have not received them.

Educational Attainment and Figure 8.1. Educational attainment
Employment

The Jewish population of Sarasota-
Manatee is highly educated compared
to the overall US population, and
substantially similar to the US Jewish
population as a whole. Of Jewish
adults in Sarasota-Manatee, 49% have
earned at least a bachelor’s degree,
including 29% with at least one post-
graduate degree (Figure 8.1). Among
Jews in the United States, over half
have attained at least a bachelor’s
degree (58%), including 28% who
have graduate degrees.?’

High school diploma

m Some college or
technical school
m Associate or

technical degree
B Bachelor's degree

H Graduate degree
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In Sarasota-Manatee overall, 32% of individuals ages 25 or older have at least a bachelor’s degree,
including 13% who have a graduate degree. In the US population overall, 30% of adults ages 25
and older hold bachelor’s degrees, including 12% who hold advanced degtrees.

Almost one third of Jewish adults in the community are currently working full-time (32%) and
about one-in-ten Jewish adults are currently working part-time (11%). An additional 48% of the
population is retired. The remaining 9% are stay-at-home parents, unemployed, on temporary
leave, or studying for a degree. Four percent of Jewish adults, including some already with jobs, are
looking for work. Among those under the age of 65, 56% are working full-time, 19% are working
part-time, 13% are retired, and 13% are stay-at-home parents, unemployed, on temporary leave, or
studying for a degree.

Economic Well-Being

Similar to the US Jewish population as a whole, the Table 8.1. Standard of living

Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is relatively

affluent. Overall, 11% of the community describes Overall (%)

itself as “prosperous,” and more than one third Prosperous I
(35%) says it is “living very comfortably” (Table
8.1). Those who say they are “living reasonably
comfortably” make up 45% of Jewish households.
But 8% say they are “just getting along,” a possible Just getting along 8
indication of economic vulnerability, 1% say they
are “nearly poor,” and less than 1% say they are
“poor.” Poor

Living very comfortably 35

Living reasonably comfortably 45

Nearly poor I

<l

Among those who responded to the question about income, 43% reported household income of
$100,000 per year or greater,? including 17% of Jewish adults who reported household income of
$200,000 per year or greater (Table 8.2). On the lower end of the spectrum, 18% indicated their
household income was less than $50,000 per year. By contrast, data from the US Census Bureau
indicate that only 6% of households in Sarasota-Manatee have household incomes of $200,000 or
greater per year, and 44% have incomes under $50,000.2

The estimates of the proportions of households in each income bracket have changed significantly
since the last Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community study. In 2001, 26% of Jewish households in
Sarasota-Manatee had incomes of $100,000 per year or greater, including 9% with incomes of
$200,000 per year or greater, and 38% with incomes under $50,000.

Economic Insecurity and Poverty

Although the majority (91%) of Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community households self-identify as
living comfortably or prosperous, other households struggle with significant economic challenges.
As one measure of economic need, respondents indicated whether they received government
benefits or skipped necessities in the past year (Table 8.3). These benefits included veteran’s
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Table 8.2. Household income

Income (of reporting households) Jewish households (%) All households (%)

$500,000 or more 2

$200,000 to $499,999 I5 ¢
$150,000 to $199,999 10 6
$100,000 to $149,999 16 13
$50,000 to $99,999 39 31
Less than $50,000 18 44

benefits; Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI);
Medicaid; subsidized housing; SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program); or daycare
assistance. However, it is important to note that some of these benefits are not entirely restricted
to low-income households (e.g., SSDI, Medicaid); accordingly, receipt of these benefits is only a
possible indicator of financial need, not a definite indicator. Overall, 18% of households receive
some form of public benefit.

Respondents were also asked about life changes in the previous year that resulted in economic
hardship. Overall, 13% of households report encountering such a hardship. Four percent noted a
change in employment, such as a reduction in pay, and another 7% reported a change in health,
such as major illness; 3% mentioned a change in family structure, such as divorce, and another 3%
experienced a change in housing, such as foreclosure.

Financial insecurity is reflected in a lack of financial resources for emergency or future expenses.
Of all households, 25% are not confident in their ability to live comfortably during retirement. One
fifth (20%) of households do not have enough funds to cover three months of expenses were they
to face an unexpected loss of income. Seven percent could not cover a $400 expense in full, and
4% had to skip a rent or mortgage payment in the preceding year.

Twelve percent of Jewish households have been constrained from participating in Jewish life due
to financial issues. Respondents were asked specific ways that financial issues have prevented them
from participating in Jewish communal life, and 53 provided answers. The most commonly cited
challenges are program, event, and fundraiser fees (25), and the high costs of synagogue dues or
High Holiday tickets (16).

The most striking differences in economic status reflect differences in age and region (Table 8.4). It
is important to note that these characteristics are interrelated and reflect expected stage-of-life
differences.
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Table 8.3. Economic needs: Summary

Percentage of Jewish households

Public benefits
Any benefit
SSDI or SSI

Food stamps/SNAP, subsidized housing, Medicaid, or daycare assistance

Veteran’s benefits

Economic hardships

Any hardship

Change in health

Change in employment

Change in family structure

Change in housing

Financial insecurities

Not confident saving for retirement
Insufficient savings for three months
Financial constraint prevented participation in Jewish life
Inability to pay $400 expense

Skipped rent or mortgage payment

18
13

w W A N w

25
20
12
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insecurity by household characteristics

Standard of living is Insufficient Financial
just getting along, savings for Any Any public constraint
nearly poor, or  three months’ hardship (%) benefit (%) in Jewish
poor (%) expenses (%) life (%)
All Jewish households 9 20 13 18 12
Engagement group
Minimally Involved I 29 16 26 19
Holiday 3 8 6 8 3
Personal 8 16 9 19 6
Communal 5 9 6 8 9
Immersed 18 16 9 I 9
Region
Lakewood Ranch 6 7 10 8 I
S : : s s
Rest of Sarasota County 6 29 16 22 I5
Rest of Manatee County 8 12 5 15 5
Age
18-49 14 45 14 8 I5
50-64 6 14 6 I5 I
65-74 14 15 13 24 13
75+ 5 17 9 20 I
Seasonality
Seasonal I 2 I 4 I
Year-round 10 23 15 21 14
Marital status
Inmarried 3 10 9 7 4
Intermarried 5 19 20 17
Not married 17 29 19 26 16
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Health Status and Needs

Understanding the health status of individuals in the community is important because poor health
can be an indicator of needs for community-based services and may prevent individuals from
participating in the community’s programs.

Overall, 23% of Jewish households in Sarasota-Manatee include at least one person who is limited
by some sort of health issue, special need, or disability (Table 8.5). In 4% of all Jewish households,
representing 17% of households limited by a health issue, disability, or special need, services were

needed but not received.

Very few households with senior citizens did not receive the services they needed, compared to
15% of households where the oldest adult is younger than age 50. Although 23% of households in
the Lakewood Ranch area include someone with a health issue that limits the ability to do certain
kinds or amount of work, school, or housework, nearly every one of them received needed services.
In the Rest of Manatee County region, however, 14% of households did not receive needed
services.

Respondents who indicated that a household member is limited by a health issue, special need, or
disability were asked to categorize the issue (Table 8.6). The most frequent are physical disabilities,
occurring in 50% of households with a health issue, representing 17% of all Jewish households.

Physical illnesses are faced by 16% of households. Three percent of households include someone
with a mental health challenge, and 3% include someone on the autism spectrum. The 12% of
households with some other health limitation were asked to describe that problem. Of the 81 who
responded, the most commonly cited conditions were other diseases (34).

Nineteen percent of households who required social services sought them from a Jewish
organization in Sarasota-Manatee. Fifteen percent of households who required social services
sought them from a non-Jewish organization in Sarasota-Manatee.
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Table 8.5. Health challenges for anyone in household

Any health issue, special need, or
disability that causes limitation (%)

Needed services but did
not receive (%)

All Jewish households
Engagement group
Minimally Involved
Holiday

Personal

Communal

Immersed

Region

Lakewood Ranch
Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota
Rest of Sarasota County
Rest of Manatee County
Head of household age
18-49

50-64

65-74

75+

Seasonality

Seasonal

Year-round

Marital status

Inmarried

Intermarried

Not married

23

27

34

23

23
22
I8
21

19
13
27
38

10
25

I5
29
23

4

10
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Table 8.6. Type of health issue, special need, or disability

Of households with a health Of all Jewish households

challenge (%) (%)
Physical disability 50 17
Physical illness 49 16
Mental illness 8 3
Autism or autism spectrum 8 3
Other 34 12

Caregiving and Elderly Residents

Some members of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community have elderly parents in the area and are
either already providing significant care to them or are planning for the possibility of doing so in
the future. Questions about parent care were only asked of respondents younger than age 75.

Nine percent of Jewish adults younger than age 75 indicate that they are providing care for a parent
or elderly relative living in a different household within Sarasota-Manatee, and 8% are caring for a
relative outside of Sarasota-Manatee. Nine percent of Jewish adults have a parent living in an
assisted living facility in Sarasota-Manatee, and 10% have a parent in a senior community elsewhere.

Eight percent of Jewish adults are providing care for a non-elderly member of their household, 3%
are providing such care for someone in another Sarasota-Manatee household, and 1% are providing
care for such family members in households elsewhere.

Seven percent of Jewish senior citizens in Sarasota-Manatee live in an assisted living facility, a
nursing home, or an independent living community. Among those who do not, 7% are considering
moving to one within the next five years.

Seven percent of senior citizens are at least somewhat limited with transportation needed to go
about their daily lives.

Health Limitations and Jewish Life

Ten percent of households include someone who, in the past year, was constrained by health issues
from participating in the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community. Greater shares of Jews in the
Minimally Involved (11%), Personal (18%), and Immersed (15%) groups were limited in Jewish life
by health restrictions. Fewer Jews younger than age 65 had health limitations constraining their
ability to participate in Jewish life than did Jews 65 and older. Most of the 84 respondents who
described ways that health issues have limited their participation in Jewish life indicated that either
chronic or short-term health issues made it difficult or impossible for them to attend religious
services or other Jewish programs as frequently as they would like. Sixteen respondents specifically
mentioned issues of accessibility, such as clear access to buildings and programmatic spaces,
inability to drive due to a short- or long-term injury or illness, or inability to drive at night.
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Unable to participate in Jewish life due to

health or ability constraint (%)

All Jewish households
Engagement group
Minimally Involved
Holiday

Personal
Organizational
Immersed

Region

Lakewood Ranch

Coastal Areas/Downtown Sarasota

Rest of Sarasota County
Rest of Manatee County
Head of household age
18-49

50-64

65-74

75+

Seasonality

Seasonal

Year-round

Marital status

Inmarried

Intermarried

Not married

10

29
10

17
12
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Chapter 9. In the Words of
Community Members

Sarasota-Manatee Jews were given the opportunity to explain, in their own words, the strengths of
the community, areas for improvement, and their recommendations for program offerings they
would like to see. These responses, taken together, reinforce the themes presented elsewhere in the
report and provide new insights into community needs and opportunities for improvement.

Nearly 700 individuals responded to questions asking for their impressions of the strengths of the
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community, as well as the gaps and areas for improvement. Among those,
almost 70 were not familiar enough with the community to provide substantive responses. More
than 650 people responded to a question about potential program offerings. Among those, nearly
600 suggested specific programs, activities, or concerns that they believed the community should
address.

This chapter summarizes the comments of the respondents who provided responses to these
questions; many of these respondents commented on multiple topics. The numbers shown in this
chapter indicate the actual number of respondents who mentioned each issue. Topics mentioned
by fewer than 20 people are not included in this summary.

Religious, Spiritual, and Cultural Life
Sixty respondents spoke to the religious and spiritual activities that form an important part of the
way residents engage in the Jewish community. Respondents described the diversity of Jewish

religious institutions and offerings as a great strength of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.

Many identified religious or spiritual offerings within the community as a particular point of
emphasis.

The area provides an impressively broad range of Jewish cultural and religions options.

The local Jewish community is well organized. The Federation is active and helpful, the synagogues
welcoming, and the religious school [at our synagogue] is great.
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Several respondents indicated that it would be good to have an Orthodox synagogue in the
community, though many of these noted Chabad ably filled the gap.

Despite the generally strong support for the spiritual offerings of the community, many
respondents indicated an atmosphere of competition over membership and space. Some expressed
a sense that this environment affects the community as a whole.

The congregations seem to compete rather than work as a community. I realize each congregation needs
members to survive and thrive, however, 1 would like to see more interaction. As a newcomer, it is difficult
in any area to find a congregation that is a fit.

It is really larger than we thought, it is more inclusive and offers greater opportunities than any other area
we lived. On the down side, temple membership tends to be cliguey, and more attention is paid to larger

donors.

There are many opportunities to participate in the Jewish community. However, the constant solicitation for
money can be a turn-off; if one is not in a position to be a big donor.

Social Environment

One hundred respondents identified social elements of the community as important to their
engagement. Many expressed positive social connections stemming from the comparatively smaller
size of the Jewish community in Sarasota-Manatee, creating a family-like environment where

everyone knows each other.

I think it’s relatively small in size, making it more of a family kind of environment where you know most of

the peaple.

The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is a close-knit group of people who are active in Jewish culture
and social ethics.

Peaple are mostly from other places and very nice and eager to mafke friends.
Several respondents described the community’s efforts at inclusion as one of its great strengths.

Strength: The inclusion of interfaith families and acceptance of partners of other faiths in Jewish practice.
Support of the raising of Jewish children in those homes.

Peaple are open to new ways of doing things becanse everyone comes from different places with different
experiences.
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However, some find the community too exclusive.
[Synagogue] serves as the base for our Jewish life. We find [the] Federation cliquish and unfriendly.
There are a lot of opportunities to be Jewish in Sarasota. They don’t seem to be inclusive enongh. 1t seems
like it is more about social status, and 1 think it should be more inclusive because there are not that many

Jews.

Community members generally appreciate the wide range of programs and organizations available in the
community.

Broad based with a complete abundance of choices with regard to level and tipe of Jewish involvenent.

There seem to be outlets for Jewish life in the congregations, and there are enough synagogues in the area and
a lot of programs for Jewish people in Sarasota.

[The community is| diverse and there are many different ways to serve and participate.
Nevertheless, many believe the community could do more to reach out to specific demographic
groups. Although some of the comments were contradictory, a need for more programming for
certain groups was a common theme.

There is not a lot for young families in this community.

There’s a lack of programming for single working people in their 40s. Most programs are either too early or
geared toward families.

I generally do not like to attend evening events. I'd rather go to something during the afternoon.

Not enongh programming for tween-agers. There are groups for older and younger children, but the older
elementary students do not have many options targeted to them.

[We need] more teen programming and teen educational opportunities.
I wonld like to see a young adult division for those between 21-40 years of age.

Several respondents lament that programming may be too demographically targeted. They would
like to see more programming designed to include the full diversity of the Jewish community:

There is such a wide gap between the young families and older Jews. When you do a family event, none of the
older Jews show up. Then when you go to something that is not pitched to families, there are only old people.
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Communication and Outreach

There is wide recognition in the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community of the challenges of reaching
out to all of its members and informing them of available programs, activities, and opportunities
for engagement. To the 81 respondents who addressed these themes, the Jewish community’s rapid
growth has presented significant challenges in communicating with all of its members. Many
respondents deeply appreciate the Federation’s newspaper and its efforts to share news about
activities from all local Jewish organizations, but respondents also recognize that these efforts do
not reach a significant proportion of the Jewish community and believe greater outreach efforts are
necessary.

The Jewish community is growing rapidly and sometimes it’s difficult to keep everyone informed. I think the
Federation would be the best entity to ‘govern’ the Jewish community, if there is some way for them to do
that.

I believe there are many people in the Jewish community who do not know what the Federation has to offer.
We need to increase onr ontreach.

Commmunication of [Jewish programs and activities| via newspaper and online is also excellent. .. But there
are still legions of Jews who do not belong to synagogues and who are not involved in Federation-sponsored
activities. Reaching them can be very challenging.

Regional Limitations

Once Jewish households are informed about opportunities to engage in the community, one
obstacle to participation is geographic proximity to events. Forty respondents throughout the
Sarasota-Manatee area provided comments about the ways travel time between their homes and
venues for Jewish communal events limits their participation. (See Table 6.3 for context.)

Several respondents indicated that many programs are only available for those who are able and
willing to travel to the City of Sarasota and are therefore less appealing to community members in
places like Bradenton, Venice, North Port, and Longboat Key, particularly during tourist season.
However, this challenge exists year-round for community members with transportation challenges.

Sarasota is ripe with Jewish activity. 1 feel that farther south in Sarasota County, V'enice, and North Port
could use more attention.

[We need] more outreach programs in the various geographies.
Manatee County does not have much of a Jewish community. For that experience, we have to travel to

Sarasota. Since that'’s a 45-60 minute drive each way during ‘season,’ we end up missing a lot of things
we'd like to do.



2019 Sarasota-Manatee Jewish Community Study 95

Recreation

Twenty-one respondents in the community described frustration with the loss of the JCC and
collective spaces for recreational activities and community gatherings. This included shared facilities
such as pools, basketball courts, and gyms. Some described this need generally, while others
specifically identified the closing of the JCC as a negative that undermines their participation in
recreational activities.3

A year-round pool as well as a basketball conrt and gym wonld be nice.
Fitness group classes.

Jewish sports teams. Workout facility at the Jewish Federation campus.
I wish the JCC would open again.

Kosher Food

Thirty-eight respondents addressed kosher food as an issue in Sarasota-Manatee. Many individuals
described a general lack of access to kosher food in Sarasota. This included buying kosher groceries
in markets and eating at kosher restaurants.

Options for kosher food at the local Publix: are limited. .. [Would be] pleased to see more kosher food options
at Trader Joe’s, Whole Foods, ete.

I have to go up to St. Petersburg to get kosher meat.
A kosher cafe would be nice.

Crucially, this was not limited only to daily kosher needs, but also to kosher for Passover food
options, indicating that the limited access to food might have broad implications for a variety of
Jews at all levels of observance.

I miss the food stores that sell more kosher and Jewish-style foods. Finding Passover food is much harder here
in Sarasota than [in the community I came from).

Looking Toward the Future

The words of community members, taken together with findings presented in earlier chapters,
provide a detailed sociodemographic portrait of the Jewish community of Sarasota-Manatee in 2019.
This study has described community members’ participation in Jewish communal life, their private
Jewish activities, and their attitudes about Judaism, Israel, and the local Jewish community. The
findings presented in this report lend themselves to a series of conclusions about the community
today and recommendations that we hope will inform policy-making and planning by Sarasota-
Manatee Jewish organizations for the next decade.
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The community has grown rapidly since its last study in 2001. This growth has been accompanied
by significant demographic changes. The community is growing younger, but it remains primarily a
retirement destination for older adults. The community is growing wealthier, but it still has a
significant proportion of households who are economically vulnerable. And although long-time
community members say the community’s opportunities for engagement in Jewish life are more
extensive than they used to be, the community still has a large number of people who do not take
advantage of them. These dynamics are the source of both challenges and opportunities for the
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.

In that spirit, and based on the responses of the over 1,000 Jewish households residing in Sarasota-
Manatee who completed the survey, we have identified several implications and recommendations
for using the data to enhance local Jewish life.

Prepare for changing demographics. Although largely a retirement community, the Jewish
community of Sarasota-Manatee is undergoing a transition. There are still many Jewish retirees
moving to the area, but there are also increasing numbers of young families with children. Both are
likely to continue to be sources of growth for the community for at least the next decade. As the
numbers of both older adults and younger families grow, the Jewish community will face expanded
demand to serve the needs of both segments of the population, including Jewish education for
children and healthcare issues for an aging population.

Increase focus on families with children. The number of Jewish children has more than
doubled in the past 18 years. This growth is likely to continue, but with only 40% of Jewish
children in grades K-12 having participated in any informal Jewish educational program within the
past two years, and only 10% of Jewish children in grades K-8 currently enrolled in any Jewish
schooling, it appears that the community has not fully captured the interest of young families.
Engaging the community’s children are active in high-quality Jewish educational programs is key to
ensuring that they will maintain strong Jewish identities into adulthood. Efforts to build from the
PJ Library program, which reaches 70% of Jewish households with children ages 12 or younger, are
likely to be especially fruitful. Synagogues, Hebrew schools, and youth groups in particular should
explore opportunities to partner with PJ Library on programming to entice Jewish families and
their children to expand their involvement in Jewish education.

Reach beyond the geographic core of the community. The central institutions and
infrastructure of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community are located somewhat centrally within the
region, but the Jewish population is more broadly dispersed. Heavy traffic and other transportation
challenges make it difficult for community members who reside outside of the City of Sarasota or
Lakewood Ranch to attend events in the geographic center of the community, particularly when
the seasonal component of the population is in town. Offering more programs in Longboat Key,
Manatee County, and Venice could be valuable to community members who are interested in
Jewish programming but unwilling or unable to drive into Sarasota; this is particularly true if there
are existing synagogues, Jewish clubs, or other organizations that are willing to host programs more
frequently.
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Increase outreach efforts throughout the community. Although the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
community offers many diverse opportunities to participate in Jewish life, there are a number of
obstacles that depress engagement across most demographic groups. Across the board,
participation in Jewish organizations is lower than might be predicted from the numbers and types
of Jewish activities in which households and individuals participate. Some community members
feel unwelcome because they hold political or religious views they believe are outside the norm for
the community. Some newcomers to the community are able to take advantage of extant social
networks developed in their communities of origin, but others find it difficult to break into
established social circles. Different segments of the population are looking for different kinds of
engagement. All segments—synagogue members and non-members; inmarried and intermarried
couples, and single adults; the elderly and the young; year-round and seasonal residents—express
interest in Jewish life, but are not necessarily showing up at Federation-sponsored or other
communal events and programs or in local Jewish congregations. Enhanced efforts at outreach
targeted to each group may be effective. The community will have to experiment to see what
programs are most effective at drawing new participants, but interest in cultural events and Israel
are particularly strong across most segments of the population. Programming that focuses on these
areas, particularly in light of the growth of the Lakewood Ranch Jewish Club and the prevalence of
book clubs in the community, may be a way to engage more members of the community.

Increase efforts at unifying the community. The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community is
fortunate to have so many strong institutions and congregations. Many community members
expressed deep appreciation for leaders of the Federation, congregations, or clubs to which they
belong. However, many also described the community as siloed, with people mostly associating
with those who belong to the same institutions and demographic groups as they do, and infrequent
cooperation between organizations and programming that appeals to multiple groups. For
members of the community to feel connected, they need not only attachments to people who are
substantially similar to themselves in family status, socioeconomic status, and stage of life, but also
to feel they are part of a broader community that embraces each group and encourages them to
interact. The Federation can serve as a unifying presence that works within and between Jewish
organizations and programs to forge a more expansive Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.

Be sensitive to differences of resources and backgrounds. The Sarasota-Manatee Jewish
community is proud of its openness to people from all backgrounds and lifestyles, yet there are
some members of the community who have difficulty finding their place. Overall, the community
is more affluent than it was in 2001, but many respondents indicated that they have experienced
financial barriers to full participation in the local Jewish community, and some specifically felt that
their economic vulnerability made it difficult for them to be included in Federation-sponsored and
congregational programming. Many who would like to attend programs more frequently cannot
drive, either at night or in general, and lack the resources to arrange timely, reliable transportation
to communal events. Aside from programmatic concerns, the community should also monitor the
impact of economic resources on the ability of some of its members to obtain needed healthcare
and adjust financial assistance accordingly. It is notable, for instance, that although health issues,
special needs, or disabilities that cause limitations in everyday life are not more common among
Jewish households in Manatee County than in the rest of the area, those households are far more
likely to require services but not receive them than households in any other part of the community.
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These recommendations emerge from data systematically collected during the winter and spring of
2019. The study measured participation in programs, institutional engagement, home-based
behavior, unmet needs, and many other aspects of Jewish life in Sarasota-Manatee using the latest
social scientific methods. The community has invested many resources in enhancing programming,
reaching out to diverse populations, and building ties both within the Jewish community and to the
surrounding community. We hope that this snapshot of the community will stimulate a discussion
about how to take advantage of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community’s many strengths,
confront its challenges, and plan for its future.
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